Potrero  Hill  Neighborhood  House  Tries 
to  Keep  up  with  a Changing  Community 


By  Lori  Higa 

The  Potrero  Hill  Neighborhood 
House  - the  Nabe,  as  it’s  affectionately 
called  - is  a registered  historic 
landmark,  designed  by  Julia  Morgan, 
the  architect  for  Hearst  Castle.  The 
plain  brown  wood  building  sits  atop 
Potrero  Hill,  at  the  comer  of  Southern 
Heights  and  DeHaro  streets,  with 
expansive  downtown  and  East  Bay 
views.  The  view  of  the  Nabe’s  future, 
however,  isn’t  as  clear. 

Erected  sometime  between  1919 
and  1932,  the  Nabe  was  built  by  a 
Presbyterian  women’s  group  for  a 
puritanical  Russian  sect,  the  Molokani, 
which  fled  Czarist  oppression  in  the 
Volga  and  Caucasus  to  settle  on 
Potrero  Hill.  At  the  Nabe  the  Molokani 
learned  English,  machine  sewing  and 
other  skills.  Old  timers  remember  the 
Nabe  as  a gathering  place  for  union 
activists,  Russian  socialists,  squatters 
and  other  beneficiaries  of  the  church’s 
charity. 

In  the  1970s,  after  a struggle 

with  the  existing  leadership,  the 
late  Enola  Maxwell  became  the 
first  African-American  and  first 
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The  Neighborhood  House  is  a 
historic  landmark.  Photograph 
by  Lori  Higa. 


The  Potrero  Hill  Neighborhood  House's 
executive  director,  Ed  Hatter,  with  a 
youth  program  participant. 


woman  to  head  the  Nabe,  ushering 
in  a period  of  community  activism. 
Maxwell  led  the  Nabe  for  more 
than  three  decades.  Under  her 
direction  the  Nabe  introduced  new 
education,  civic  engagement,  housing 
and  employment  programs,  with 
40  employees  and  a budget  that 
exceeded  $1.6  million. 


Today  the  Nabe  serves  as  a 
“multi-purpose,  multi-generational 
community  center”  with  the  mission 
of  serving  "those  in  need  from  the 
cradle  to  the  grave,”  according  to 
potrerohillsf.com.  The  building’s 

Continued  on  Page  21 


Potrero  Hill  Real  Estate  Market  Relatively  Sound 


By  Sarah  Harper 

Potrero  Hill’s  real  estate  market  is, 
traditionally,  quite  stable.  According 
to  local  real  estate  broker  Mary 
Lace,  the  Hill  boasts  a “great  area, 
great  weather;  people  don’t  move 
frequently!”  This  is  a “destination 
neighborhood,”  one  which  potential 
buyers  specifically  seek-out  for 
its  fabulous  views,  gorgeous 
weather,  proximity  to  other  City 
neighborhoods,  freeway  and  Caltrain 
access,  and  a fined-tuned  sense  of 
place.  Potrero  Hill  suits  a wide  range 
of  needs,  which  attracts  and  retains 
residents  over  the  long  term. 

Still,  the  Potrero  Hill  real  estate 
market  isn’t  immune  to  the  great 
recession,  which  has  debilitated  most 
other  Bay  Area  markets.  According 
to  Hill-based  real  estate  agents  Hallie 
Bradford,  Mary  Lace,  Melinda  Lee, 


Susan  Oik,  and  Michelle  Stephens, 
real  estate  sales  are  sluggish. 
Although  people  with  money  continue 
to  buy,  Bradford  notes  that  San 
Francisco  property  prices  declined 
late  last  year,  with  homes  selling 
for  roughly  10  percent  less  than  the 
previous  year.  Potential  buyers  are 
proceeding  cautiously,  and  properties 
are  remaining  on  the  market  an 
average  of  80  days;  more  than  two 
months  longer  than  the  two  weeks  it 
typically  took  to  sell  a house  during 
the  first  half  of  the  decade. 

The  condominium  market, 
historically  the  first  to  feel  the  effects 
of  a slowing  economy,  has  suffered, 
and  even  single-family  homes,  which 
over  the  past  decade  have  sold  quickly 
on  the  Hill,  are  taking  longer  to  sell. 
Potrero  Hill,  like  the  City  in  general, 
hasn’t  experienced  a notable  surge  in 
foreclosures,  since  San  Franciscans 


tend  to  sell  before  they’re  forced 
into  an  eviction.  However,  in  general 
poor  market  conditions  have  induced 
property  owners  to  stay  where  they 
are,  only  selling  if  they  have  to. 

The  market’s  slow  place  mirrors 
the  nation’s  sluggish  economy. 
According  to  Lee,  the  Potrero  Hill  real 
estate  market  changed  dramatically 
in  the  fourth  quarter  of  2008,  slowing 
a bit  right  before  the  October  credit 
crisis,  and  then  screeching  to  a halt 
later  in  the  quarter.  Buyers,  having 
difficulty  obtaining  loans,  didn’t  buy, 
and  sellers,  unable  to  get  good  prices, 
didn’t  sell. 

Nonetheless,  Potrero  Hill  housing 
prices  have  shown  a much  smaller 
decrease  than  other  San  Francisco 
neighborhoods.  Lee  emphasized 
that  the  Hill’s  fourth  quarter  sales 

Continued  on  Page  19 


University  of 
California, 
Mission  Bay 
Helipad  Virtually 
a Done  Deal 

By  Lisa  Tehrani 

Helicopters  have  lately  been  on 
the  minds  of  many  Dogpatch,  Mission 
Bay,  and  Potrero  Hill  residents.  With 
the  idea  of  a helicopter  landing  pad, 
or  helipad,  floated  at  San  Francisco 
General  Hospital,  and  another  helipad 
proposed  to  be  sited  on  the  yet-to-be 
constructed  University  of  California, 
San  Francisco  (UCSF)  Mission  Bay 
Medical  Center,  helicopters  may  soon 
be  in  the  air  somewhere  close-by. 

The  Mission  Bay  Medical  Center, 
which  is  scheduled  to  open  in  2014, 
will  consist  of  a 289-bed  hospital 
serving  women,  children  and  cancer 
patients.  The  helipad  would  be  used 
for  hospital-to-hospital  transports  of 
patients  - particularly  children  and 
pregnant  women  - suffering  from 
critical  conditions.  It’s  proposed  to 
be  located  on  the  rooftop  of  one  of  the 
outpatient  buildings,  approximately 
140  feet  above  ground.  UCSF  expects 
to  average  1.4  helicopter  transports  a 
day,  with  as  many  as  three  transports 
on  busy  days. 

The  Environmental  Impact  Report 
(EIR)  prepared  for  the  proposed  helipad 
found  that  the  facility  would  induce 
significant  environmental  impacts, 
principally  due  to  noise.  As  a result, 
UCSF  prepared  a Supplemental  EIR 
(SEIR),  which  included  a residential 
sound  reduction  program  (RSRP).  The 
noise  study  contained  in  the  EIR  relied 
on  two  different  metrics.  The  first 
showed  that  helicopter  noise  would 
be  contained  on  the  hospital  site  and 
the  adjacent  campus.  The  second 
indicated  that  noise  impacts  would 
spill  one  block  south  of  the  Medical 
Center,  covering  an  area  roughly 
between  Mariposa,  18th,  Illinois  and 
Indiana  streets.  Using  that  data,  UCSF 
developed  a contour  map  showing  the 
extent  of  the  helicopter  noise  under 
two  scenarios. 

Under  the  RSRP,  mitigation  funds 

Continued  on  Page  14 
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Publisher’s  View 
Care 

By  Steven  J.  Moss 


Californians  spend  upwards  of  a 
billion  dollars  each  year  to  subsidize 
electricity  and  natural  gas  customers. 
Under  the  California  Alternative 
Rates  for  Energy,  or  CARE,  program, 
low-income  households  are  gifted  a 
20  percent  reduction  on  their  energy 
bills. 

CARE  provides  needed  relief 
to  millions  of  Californians,  who, 
even  with  the  discount,  are  hard- 
pressed  to  pay  for  food,  rent,  and 
utilities.  But  in  an  era  in  which  we 
desperately  need  to  reduce  our  energy 
use  - to  lower  associated  costs  and 
polluting  air  and  greenhouse  gas 
emissions  - subsidizing  energy  use 
has  the  odd  effect  of  encouraging 
environmentally  damaging  demand. 
In  our  neighborhood  that  demand 
is  chiefly  met  by  the  aging  Potrero 
Power  Plant,  whose  emissions  may 
contribute  to  Bayview-Hunters  Point’s 
higher  than  average  asthma  rates. 

Low-income  families  tend  to  rely 
on  older,  less  efficient  appliances, 
including  energy  hogging  refrigerators. 
In  some  cases  heating  systems  are  so 
bad  - and  insulation  nonexistent  - 
that  ancient  stoves  are  used  to  warm 


homes.  As  a result,  much  of  the  CARE 
subsidy  is  eaten-up  by  inefficient 
appliances  that  better  off  Californians 
would  simply  replace  as  a way  to 
reduce  their  utility  bills. 

No  doubt  we  should  help  our 
poorer  neighbors  pay  for  steadily 
rising  energy  costs.  But  there’s 
a better  way  to  do  that  than  rate 
subsidies.  We  should  take  the  billion 
we  spend  each  year  and  invest  it 
directly  in  low-income  homes.  Energy 
efficient  appliances,  lighting,  and 
weatherization  would  lower  these 
households’  bills  while  making  them 
more  comfortable.  And,  if  we  look  to 
these  same  families  to  conduct  energy 
audits,  and  deliver  or  install  energy 
efficiency  appliances  and  lighting, 
thousands  of  green  collar  jobs  would 
be  created. 

We  need  to  squeeze  more 
productivity  out  of  our  resources.  A 
good  way  to  start  would  be  to  create 
more  productive  public  policies.  If  we 
really  cared,  we’d  do  more  than  just 
give  low-income  families  a hand-out 
to  help  them  solve  their  problem.  We’d 
give  them  an  opportunity  to  help  us 
solve  the  problems  all  of  us  face. 


For  more  info  go  lo 
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rk^i-Owned  Cooperative 

Join  us  on  Earth  Day  , m 
Wednesday  April 

Meet  members  of  'Home  Green  Home' 
a women-owned  cleaning  cooperative. 

Learn  about  safe,  non-toxic  cleaning 
products  as  well  as  support  healthy, 
dignified  jobs  that  empower  women. 
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You  don’t  need  a lot  of  money  to  have  a great  time  at  Farley’s. 
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entertaining  options.  For  the  latest  info  on  all  of  our  free 
events,  visit  farleyscoffee.com 
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Letters  to  the  Editor 


Editor, 

I wanted  to  thank  you  for  the 
lovely  piece  done  on  me  by  Gina 
Poggi  (“Former  Hill  Hairdresser 
Styled  More  than  Heads,"  March 
View).  However,  there’s  a section 
about  my  salon  that  states  that  I 
attracted  celebrities,  which  was  very 
true,  but  also  says  that  queens  lined 
up,  which  is  not.  As  I explained  to 
Ms.  Poggi  when  she  interviewed  me, 
my  salon  mainly  provided  services  to 
middle-aged  and  older  heterosexual 
women,  a few  heterosexual  men  and 
a very  few,  then  in  the  closet,  regular- 
looking gay  males. 

I feel  that  for  anyone  who  is  still 
alive  who  knew  or  went  to  my  salon 
it  is  a disservice  to  imply  that  only 
queens  came  to  me.  In  fact,  though 
most  of  my  customers  lived  in  or 
around  Potrero  Hill,  I had  women 
that  came  from  Marin  County,  Noe 
Valley,  San  Jose,  Palo  Alto  and  even 
Lake  Tahoe  once  a month  for  my  well- 
known  haircuts. 

The  past  is  gone,  I know,  but  due 
to  the  fact  that  I have  a web  site  that 
deals  with  history  and  tributes  I try 
hard  to  be  as  accurate  as  I can.  I am 
sure  you  want  the  same  to  be  true  for 
your  fine  newspaper. 

Thankfully  yours  I remain, 

David  /Heri 


Editor, 

Thank  you  so  much  for  including 
the  very  informative  "San  Francisco 
Attempts  to  Reduce  Pollution  at 
New  Residential  Developments"  by 
Andrea  de  Brito  in  the  View’s  March 
issue.  Since  the  major  pollution 
sources  for  Dogpatch,  Potrero  Hill 
and  Mission  Bay  are  generated  by 
the  freeway(s),  it  would  be  helpful 
if  the  View  could  let  readers  know 
about  the  efforts  being  made  by  the 
California  Air  Resources  Board  to 
reduce  emissions,  particularly  diesel, 
and  by  the  Bay  Area  Air  Quality 
Management  District  in  terms  of 
retrofitting  or  replacing  diesel  trucks 
with  poor  emissions  controls. 

The  other  two  local  emission 
sources  are  the  Mirant  plant  and 
Caltrain’s  diesel  engines.  Hopefully 
Mirant  will  be  closed  before  too  long 
and  an  alternative  source  of  energy 
production  will  be  found.  In  terms  of 
the  trains,  the  great  hope  is  Caltrain’s 
electrification  by  2015,  which  will 
reduce  emissions  by  90  percent  or 
more.  This  change  is  not  a done 
deal,  and  will  need  to  be  encouraged 
and  supported  continuously.  In  the 
meantime,  the  Caltrain  Working 
Group  was  established  last  June. 
We  meet  every  two  to  three  months, 
and  work  on  small,  manageable 
improvements.  I believe  (hope) 
that  the  residents  living  around  the 


station’s  southside  (Mission  Bay 
North)  have  noticed  changes  in  the 
last  eight  months. 

So  far,  we  have  been  unable  to 
find  out  if  the  various  improvements 
have  had  an  effect  on  air  quality.  If 
the  View  could  find  a way  to  learn 
that  information,  it  would  be  greatly 
appreciated. 

Toby  Levine 

Berry  Street 

Editor, 

California  State  Senator  Mark 
Leno  has  reintroduced  Senate  Bill 
810  (formerly  SB  840),  a single-payer, 
universal  health  care  bill,  originally 
authored  by  termed-out  state 
Senator  Sheila  Kuehl.  The  California 
legislature  has  twice  passed  SB  810; 
Governor  Schwarzenegger  has  vetoed 
it  both  times. 

SB  8 1 0 would  be  financed  by  taxes 
paid  by  individuals  and  businesses. 
These  funds  would  be  pooled  into  a 
single  fund  from  which  all  medical 
bills  would  be  paid.  This  single- 
payer system  would  remove  insurance 
companies  as  middlemen  in  health 
care  and  eliminate  the  enormous 
administrative  overhead  and  profit 
associated  with  the  operation 
of  thousands  of  health  plans  in 
California. 

Critics  of  a single-payer  system 


call  it  socialized  medicine  or 
government-run  health  care.  In 
fact,  all  health  care  providers,  both 
pubic  and  private,  would  remain  as 
they  are  now.  Californians  could  pick 
their  own  doctors,  dentists,  hospitals 
and  pharmacies,  unlike  the  current 
situation  where  insurance  companies 
tightly  regulate  choice. 

SB  810  would  provide  Californians 
with  comprehensive,  affordable  health 
care.  No  one  would  be  denied  care 
because  of  pre-existing  conditions. 
People  could  change  jobs  without 
worrying  about  losing  coverage, 
and  be  assured  of  medical  care  if 
they're  laid  off.  Universal  access 
to  primary  and  preventive  care 
would  save  billions  of  dollars  now 
spent  on  Californians  who  rely  on 
emergency  rooms  for  treatment  of 
acute  conditions  that  could  have  been 
prevented.  No  longer  will  millions 
of  insured  Californians  go  bankrupt 
because  of  high  deductibles  and 
copayments. 

SB  810  provides  affordability, 
establishes  shared  responsibility, 
and  promotes  healthier  living.  It’s 
good  for  the  California  residents  and 
businesses.  For  more  information, 
contact  www.singlepayernow.net,  or 
695-7891. 

Bonnie  Baron 

Wisconsin  Street 


Come  buy  the  North  Slope! 


1EPHYR 

REAL  ESTATE 


Trust  your  real  estate  transactions 
To  the  #1  Agent  on  Potrero  Hill 


Susan  Oik 

CRS,  CLHMS 

415.552.0129  x155 

SusanCRS@aol.com 

www.susanolk.com 


Large  North  Slope  Condo 
- Pano  Views! 

• Sweeping  Views  of  SF  Skyline, 
Bay,  Bridge  to  Bridge 

■ 2 levels  of  living  space 

■ Large  Open  living-dining  room 
with  wrap-around  deck 

■ 3 bedrooms,  2 full  baths 

■ Extra  "bonus"  rooms  down 

■ 1 car  parking 

439  Arkansas  Street 
Listed:  $1,199,000 


Prime  North  Slope 
Potrero  Hill  Home! 

■ 2 bedroom,  1 bath 

■ Remodeled  Victorian  home 

■ Formal  dining  room  with 
original  built-ins 

■ Views  of  the  Bay  from  eat-in 
kitchen  and  deck 

■ 1 car  garage  parking 

■ Attic  or  lower  level  expansion 
potential! 

1409  20th  Street 
Listed:  $859,000 


Stunning  North  Slope 
View  Home 

■ 2 bedroom,  2 bath 

■ Ground-up  renovation  in 
2002  by  noted  designer 

■ Versatile  3-level  floor  plan 

■ Office  and  family  room 

■ Open  living,  kitchen  and 
dining  area  with  380*  views 

• Panoramic  view  roof  deck 

■ Represented  Buyer  in  sale 

778  Kansas  Street 
Listed:  $1,495,000 


Susan  is  both  your  Potrero  Hill 
neighbor  and  Realtor®.  With 
her  keen  business  sense  and 
warm  approach  to  client  service, 
she  is  at  once  upscale  and  down 
to  Earth.  Kind  of  like  Potrero  Hill. 

And  with  nearly  30  years  of  San 
Francisco  real  estate  expertise 
in  the  city's  most  exclusive 
neighborhoods,  and  of  course 
her  own  home  base  of  Potrero 
Hill,  it's  no  wonder  she's  the  first 
person  so  many  San  Franciscans 
turn  to  for  guidance  when  they 
decide  to  buy  or  sell  property. 

She's  been  at  the  top  of  this 
game  for  years;  when  only  the 
best  of  both  worlds  will  do, 
call  Susan  Oik. 
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Short  Cuts 


Little  League 


Publishers  Health 


Trust  Fund 


Henry  Anderson,  seven,  a first  grader  at  Starr  King  Elementary  School’s 
Mandarin  Immersion  Program,  is  playing  on  San  Francisco  Little  League’s 
(SFLL)  Upper  Farm  team,  the  Brewers.  His  dad,  Peter  Petruzzi  is  the  team’s 
assistant  coach.  Lifelong  Potrero  Hill  resident,  Jasper  Liles,  eight  and  a half 
years  old,  is  playing  on  the  Upper  Farm  Atlanta  Braves.  He's  joined  on  the 
team  by  former  Potrero  Hill  resident  Elon  Goliger  Mallimson,  almost  nine. 
Keith  Scafe  is  playing  in  the  Minors  division  for  the  St.  Louis  Cardinals.  Last 
year  he  played  in  the  Rookies  division  Oakland  A’s  - which  won  the  SFLL 
Rookies  American  League  Championship  - with  Potrero  Hill  buddy  Vaughan 
Zerbe  His  favorite  positions  are  pitcher  and  short-stop.  After  playing  on 
the  Giants  last  year,  Sara  Moss,  seven  and  three-quarters,  is  playing  on  the 
A’s,  one  of  only  four  teams  in  the  all-girl  softball  Farm  division. 


Former  View  publisher  Ruth 
Passen  is  back  on  her  feet  after 
recovering  from  hip  surgery.  The 
long-time  Democratic  Party  activist 
is  still  glowing  from  national  election 
results,  particularly  since  she  did  her 
share  of  get-out-the-vote  activities 
in  Nevada.  One  of  the  first  things 
Passen  did  upon  regaining  some 
of  her  former  stamina  was  attend 
a Potrero  Hill  Democratic  Club 
meeting.  Nothing  like  politics  to  keep 
one’s  blood  churning. 


Sara  Moss  (middle)  helps  lead  the  crowd 
in  Take  Me  Out  to  the  Ball  Game  at  San 
Francisco  Little  League’s  Opening  Day 
Photograph  by  Joane  Cohen. 


Elon  Goliger  Mallimson  (right),  and 
Jasper  Liles  (top).  Photographs  by  Julie 
Jackson. 


Hit  and  Run 

Early  one  March  morning  a White  Toyota  Camry  rounded  the  comer  on 
20th  Street,  sped  down  San  Bruno  Avenue,  and  hit  a parked  truck.  The  truck 
spun  and  slammed  into  another  car  that  was  parked  eight  feet  away.  That 
car  then  hit  a sports  utility  vehicle  (SUV).  Both  the  car  and  the  SUV  were 
slammed  with  such  force  that  their  front  wheels  were  knocked  up  on  the  curb. 
The  Camry ’s  passengers,  described  as  teenagers  or  young  20-somethings, 
quickly  fled  over  the  18th  Street  footbridge  overpass.  No  one  appeared  to 
be  hurt,  except,  of  course,  the  vehicles  themselves. 


Car  crash  mayhem.  Photograph  by  Cris  Rys. 


Daggett! 

An  idea  floated  by  Judith  Klain, 
Deputy  Director  of  the  San  Francisco 
Public  Health  Department’s  Project 
Homeless  Connect,  has  Daggett 
Triangle  developers  shaking  their 
heads.  Klain’s  proposal  - to  use 
the  Daggett  Street  right-of-way 
near  7th  and  16th  streets  to  house  a 
community  garden  for  the  homeless  - 
wasn't  mentioned  during  five  years  of 
planning  by  Denver-based  Cherokee 
Investment  Partners  for  their  400- 
unit  development  project  at  1000 
16th  Street.  Real  estate  consultant  Joe 
Boss,  a Potrero  Boosters  and  Dogpatch 
Neighborhood  Association  member  - 
as  well  as  Eastern  Neighborhood 
Public  Benefits  Trust  Fund  trustee 
(see  below)  - said  that  the  idea,  which 
would  provide  the  City’s  homeless  a 
place  to  cultivate  fruits,  vegetables, 
and  medicinal  herbs,  was  “swell,  but 
came  out  of  nowhere.”  According 
to  Cherokee  Principal  Partner  Dan 
Murphy,  the  community  should  be 
consulted  about  how  best  to  use  the 
space,  which  Cherokee  prefers  to  see 
developed  as  a park.  "They  should 
help  decide  whether  it  gets  turned 
into  a park  or  a garden  or  left  as  a 
street,  and  what  amenities  would 
then  be  appropriate.  Then  there 
would  have  to  be  a determination  as 
to  how  such  amenities  were  operated 
and  maintained,”  Murphy  said. 

Franklin  Square 

The  Franklin  Square  playground 
is  expected  to  open  next  month. 
There  will  definitely  be  a party,  but  a 
date  for  it  has  yet  to  be  announced. . . 
The  New  York  Street  Cafe,  at  18th 
and  York  streets,  closed  last  month. 
The  sandwich  joint  first  opened  in 
the  early-1990s  as  the  York  Street 
Cafe  before  changing  hands  once  or 
twice.  Over  the  years  the  staff  was 
notably  friendly,  and  the  food  was 
solid.  On  to  whatever’s  next. ..Do 
you  need  office  furniture  for  your 
nonprofit  organization?  Do  you  have 
old  furniture  that’s  taking  up  space  at 
your  home  or  office?  IREUSE,  http:// 
ireuse.com/,  enables  organizations 
and  individuals  to  sell,  donate, 
or  obtain  furniture  and  supplies, 
including  rugs,  art.  whiteboards, 
desks,  bookshelves,  and  filing 
cabinets. 


The  Eastern  Neighborhoods 
Public  Benefits  Trust  Fund  continues 
to  spread  its  largess,  including 
financing  a spiffy  new  floor  for  the 
Potrero  Hill  Neighborhood  House 
(Nabe).  As  far  as  can  be  gleaned 
from  the  tight-mouth  trustees,  who 
consist  of  Joe  Boss,  Susan  Eslick,  and 
Keith  Goldstein,  to  date  the  Fund  has 
dispersed  monies  to  the  Nabe,  Potrero 
Residents  Education  Fund,  Thick 
Description,  and  the  Metropolitan 
Transportation  Commission  to 
conduct  a transportation  study.  Most 
recently,  the  Fund  gifted  GreenTrust 
SF-Central  Waterfront  $55,000.  The 
View  has  always  been  troubled  by 
the  Trust  Fund’s  lack  of  transparency 
(see  November,  2007  issue),  but  the 
Greentrust  grant  follows  an  August 
2008  “Short  Cuts”  which  retracted 
the  paper’s  allegation  that  Fund 
monies  had  been  given  to  GreenTrust, 
a nonprofit  for  which  Boss’  wife,  Janet 
Carpinelli,  serves  as  a board  member. 
That,  apparently,  was  then  and  this 
is  now.  A GreenTrust  representative 
says  that  Boss  recused  himself  from 
the  Greentrust  funding  decision... 


Bridge  Makes  Good 

Last  month  Bridge  Housing 
President  and  Chief  Executive  Officer 
(CEO),  Carol  Galante,  was  appointed 
Deputy  Assistant  Secretary  for 
Multifamily  Housing  Programs  at 
the  U.S.  Department  of  Housing 
and  Urban  Development  (HUD). 
Galante  will  be  responsible  for 
HUD’s  financial  support  for  the 
development  and  preservation  of 
privately-owned  rental  housing,  and 
will  work  on  several  new  sustainable 
development  initiatives.  Bridge  is 
leading  the  effort  to  redevelop  the 
Potrero  Annex  and  Terrace  housing 
complexes.  Bridge  Executive  Vice 
President  Lydia  Tan  will  serve  as 
interim  president  while  the  board 
searches  for  a new  CEO. 

Singing  Out  Loud 

Kenny  Chesney  returns  to  AT&T 
Park  on  July  18th.  Last  time  the 
country  music  star  came  to  town  the 
ballpark’s  sewage  system  backed- 
up,  fights  broke  out  at  nearby  Bay 
Area  Rapid  Transit  stations,  and 
Potrero  Hill  residents  were  kept 
up  long  past  their  bedtimes  by  the 
concert’s  well-amplified  sounds.  Let’s 
hope  Chesney ’s  visit  passes  more 
peacefully  this  time  around. 

Tax  Credits 

A notable  provision  of  The 
American  Recovery  and  Reinvestment 
Act  of  2009,  aka,  the  Economic 
Stimulus  Package,  is  a 30  percent  tax 
credit  - up  to  $1,500  - for  installing 
energy  efficient  doors  and  windows, 
insulation,  and  heating,  ventilation, 
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Healthy  San  Franciscans  Find  a Home  at 
San  Francisco  General  Hospital 


By  Herman  Wong 

Federico  Lauchengco  represents 
the  best  of  what  Healthy  San  Francisco 
(HSF),  the  City’s  universal  health  care 
program,  hopes  to  achieve.  Last 
year  the  54  year  old  enrolled  in  the 
program,  and  began  receiving  regular 
checkups  at  San  Francisco  General 
Hospital  (SFGH).  Lauchengco’s 
cholesterol  level  and  blood  pressure 
were  tested  for  the  first  time  since  he 
immigrated  to  the  United  States  five 
years  ago.  His  sister,  Elvira  Lazaro, 
who  accompanied  Lauchengco  to 
the  hospital,  said  HSF  represented 
security  against  the  unpredictability 
of  illness.  “There’s  a place  to  go  if  he  is 
sick,”  Lazaro  said.  “It  makes  him  feel 
secure  that  if  anything  ever  happened 
he  has  a place  to  go.” 

As  of  last  month,  a year  and  a half 
after  its  launch.  HSF  had  enrolled  more 
than  37,000  participants,  providing 
health  care  access  to  roughly  half 
of  the  City's  previously  uninsured 
residents.  In  February  the  program 
expanded  its  eligibility  requirements, 
offering  access  to  San  Franciscans 
who  make  as  much  as  500  percent 
of  the  federal  poverty  level,  about 
$54,000  for  an  individual  or  $110,000 
for  a family  of  four.  Up  to  12,000 
currently  uninsured  City  residents  fall 
into  this  category. 

Under  HSF,  participants  select  a 
clinic  or  medical  home  to  receive  care. 


SFGH  is  the  second  largest  provider 
in  HSF’s  network  of  31  clinics,  which 
also  includes  the  Potrero  Hill  and 
Southeast  Health  Centers.  Through 
three  of  its  clinics,  SFGH  provides 
care  to  one-fifth  of  HSF  participants, 
roughly  7,400  people.  Doctors  at  the 
hospital  say  that  they’re  seeing  more 
patients,  different  patients,  and, 
increasingly,  patients  seeking  long- 
term, preventive  care. 

But  the  program  faces  growing 
pains.  Anecdotal  evidence  indicates 
that  wait  times  for  care  have  lengthened. 
And  the  economic  downturn  threatens 
to  swell  the  number  of  uninsured 
while  further  reducing  City  revenues. 
“People  are  working  harder  with  less 
right  now,”  said  Dr.  Hali  Hammer, 
director  of  SFGH’s  Family  Health 
Center,  which  provides  care  to  11 
percent  of  all  HSF  participants.“But  I 
think  we  all  feel  really  good  to  be  part 
of  this  innovative  new  system  and  just 
hope  that  once  it’s  clear  that  when  we 
need  more  resources  we  will  be  able 
to  get  them.” 

The  number  of  patients  seeking 
care  at  the  Family  Health  Center 
rose  from  9,000  to  10,000  within  the 
last  year,  Hammer  said.  Most  of  the 
increase  is  due  to  HSF  participants. 
Of  the  1,500  HSF  members  who  chose 
the  Family  Health  Center  as  their 
primary  care  provider,  upwards  of 
one-third  have  already  come  into  the 


center  for  services.  The  Family  Health 
Center  began  offering  evening  hours 
in  October  2007  to  help  accommodate 
the  new  patient  load. 

SFGH  doctors  say  that  they’re 
seeing  a younger,  previously  uninsured, 
population  that  has  traditionally 
eschewed  regular  check-ups  as  a 
way  of  avoiding  what  was  seen  as 
an  unnecessary  cost.  Individuals 
with  chronic  diseases,  like  diabetes 
or  hypertension,  are  also  coming 
in  for  regular  care  rather  than  just 
when  symptoms  flare.  “Before  there 
was  more  episodic  care,  but  with 
HSF  people  can  come  in  for  regular, 
preventative  care”  said  Dr.  Ronald 
Labugeun,  assistant  medical  director 
of  SFGH's  urgent  care  center.  Nearly 
one  in  four  HSF  patients  have  a 
chronic  illness.  During  the  program’s 
first  18  months,  more  than  half  of 
all  participants  sought  primary  or 
specialty  care. 

HSF  has  been  criticized  recently 
for  its  increasing  wait  times.  At 
SFGH,  staff  say  that  it  takes  longer 
to  schedule  specialty  services,  like 
x-rays.  And  patients  face  delays  in 
obtaining  their  first  appointments  at 
the  Family  Health  Center.  “It  takes 
three  months  to  get  into  primary 
care,  where  before  it  was  more  like 
six  weeks"  said  Dr.  Stephanie  Tache, 
attending  staff  at  the  Center. 

Tangerine  Brigham,  director  of 
HSF,  says  that  without  comparable 
historical  data  to  judge  past  patterns, 
it’s  too  early  to  speculate  on  whether 
the  program  has  prompted  patients  to 
tap  into  previously  unused  services. 
“We  don’t  have  a baseline.  We  don’t 
know  if  [usage  patterns]  are  because 
of  the  system,” Brigham  said.  Roland 
Pickens,  SFGH  senior  associate 
administrator,  says  most  of  the 
hospital’s  HSF  patients  are  receiving 
the  same  care  they’ve  always  obtained. 
"They  are  going  to  the  same  clinics 
and  the  same  doctors,”  Pickens 
said.  He  also  denies  that  wait  times 
have  increased,  saying  that  patient 
numbers  have  remained  largely  the 
same  because  most  HSF  participants 
had  been  using  the  hospital  already. 
"Right  now  we’re  holding  steady  in 
terms  of  volume," Pickens  said.  About 
76  percent  of  HSF  participants  have 
previously  relied  on  the  public  health 
system. 

SFGH  doesn’t  separately  track  the 
amount  of  county  money  it  receives  for 
uninsured  patients,  which  is  included 
in  its  overall  budget.  In  2008,  41 
percent  of  the  previously  uninsured 
patients  who  came  through  SFGH 
were  enrolled  in  HSF.  This  fiscal  year 
the  program  cost  $113  million  - $80 


Healthy  San 
Francisco 
Provides  Access 
to  Medical  Care 

By  Gina  Poggi 

When  Castro  resident  Joe  Caruso 
lost  his  job  and  his  employer- 
sponsored  health  insurance,  he 
resorted  to  paying  for  coverage 
through  the  Consolidated  Omnibus 
Budget  Reconciliation  Act  (COBRA). 
Under  COBRA,  laid-off  employees 
are  allowed  to  remain  on  their 
former  employer-sponsored  health 
insurance,  as  long  as  they  pick  up  the 
tab  to  do  so.  But  the  costly  monthly 
installments  quickly  diminished 
his  funds.  “I  couldn’t  afford  it  or 
anything  else  for  that  matter.  I went 
through  all  of  my  savings  and  credit 
cards  and  all  that,”  said  Caruso. 
Although  Caruso  wanted  to  avoid 
relying  on  government  assistance,  as 
a last  resort  he  enrolled  in  Healthy 
San  Francisco  (HSF). 

HSF  provides  accessible  and 
affordable  health  care  services  to 
otherwise  uninsured  City  residents 
who  have  an  income  at  or  below  500 
percent  of  the  Federal  Poverty  Level. 
Participants  are  assigned  a primary 
care  facility  at  one  of  27  clinics, 
and  hospital  services  are  provided 
at  San  Francisco  General  Hospital. 
Patients  have  access  to  urgent  care, 
mental  health  care,  substance  abuse 
services,  pharmaceuticals  and  other 
medical  care  for  a quarterly  fee 
and  co-payments  based  on  their 
incomes. 

Caruso’s  high  cholesterol  level  is 
treated  at  the  Fhmily  Health  Center 
in  Potrero  Hill.  "Everyone  there 
was  there  to  do  a great  job  and  you 
could  tell.” he  said.  His  medication, 
which  used  to  cost  him  more  than  a 
hundred  dollars  a month,  is  now  free. 
HSF  has  removed  a huge  weight  off 
the  43  year  old’s  shoulders.  “If  I 
don't  take  my  [medication]  I could 
have  a stroke,  I could  have  a heart 
attack,  I could  be  disabled.” 

San  Francisco  is  the  first  city 
in  the  nation  to  provide  universal 
health  care  to  its  residents.  Since 
the  program’s  inception  in  2007, 
HSF  has  provided  roughly  36,000 
participants  with  access  to  health 
care  services.  “I  think  it’s  one  of 
the  best  things  that  Mayor  Newsom 
and  the  [City  and  County]  of  San 
Francisco  did  for  the  people  of 
San  Francisco,”  said  Caruso.  “It’s 
important  to  have  health  care. . . I’m 
glad  I live  in  a city  that  provides  it. 
I’m  truly  grateful  for  it.” 

For  more  information  visit 
healt  hysa  nfrancisco  .org. 
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Progress  Made  Towards 
San  Francisco  General 
Hospital  Rebuild 


By  Herman  Wong 

Groundbreaking  for  San  Francisco 
General  Hospital’s  (SFGH)  new  acute 
care  center,  earthquake  retrofits,  and 
energy  back-up  system  could  begin 
as  soon  as  this  May.  Preparatory 
measures  for  the  hospital's  rebuild  are 
already  well  underway.  The  current 
plans  exclude  a previously  proposed 
helipad,  as  well  as  the  removal  of 
trees  along  the  hospital’s  Potrero 
Street  entrance.  The  hospital’s 
redevelopment  project  will  be  paid 
for  by  a bond  measure  passed  last 
November. 

According  to  SFGH  spokesperson 
Rachel  Kagan,  workers  are  currently 
mapping  the  hospital’s  existing 
network  of  underground  utilities  to 
make  sure  that  they  match  up  with 
site  plans.  “In  order  to  start  the  new 
building  we  will  have  to  move  the 
routing  of  the  utilities  that  serve 
the  current  building,”  Kagan  said. 
Construction  will  start  with  the 
digging  of  the  foundation  for  the 
acute  care  center’s  brick  and  glass 
tower.  The  new  acute  care  center  is 
scheduled  for  completion  in  2014. 

Installation  of  proposed  new 
emergency  electricity  generators  must 
be  approved  by  several  regulatory 
agencies,  including  the  Bay  Area  Air 
Quality  District,  with  an  expected 
2011  completion  date.  The  hospital’s 
22nd  and  23rd  street  entrances  may 
be  modified  to  allow  for  car  accessible 
patient  drop-off  areas,  though  this 
change  has  yet  to  be  scheduled. 

A couple  of  previously  announced 
plans  that  received  community 


opposition  are  on  hold.  A truck 
access  area  along  Potrero  Avenue 
won’t  require  cutting  down  any 
sidewalk  trees,  at  least  for  now.  “Can 
I say  that’s  not  going  to  happen  in 
six  years?  No.  But  there’s  nothing 
planned  right  now,”  Kagan  said. 
Plans  to  build  a 3,000  square  foot 
helipad  platform  on  the  roof  of  the 
hospital’s  main  building  are  also  on 
hold.  “There  is  no  activity  related  to 
the  helipad  at  all,  in  terms  of  seeking 
funding  or  planning,"  Kagan  said. 
The  bond  measure  supporting  the 
rebuild  doesn’t  include  funding  for 
the  helipad,  which  had  spawned 
significant  opposition  from  Mission 
and  Potrero  Hill  neighborhood  groups. 
According  to  City  Planner  Devyani 
Jain,  the  Planning  Department  hasn’t 
received  any  requests  that  a helipad 
be  built  at  the  hospital  since  previous 
plans  were  scuttled. 

Last  fall  San  Francisco  voters 
passed  Proposition  A,  which 
authorized  the  sale  of  $887.4  million 
in  bonds  to  pay  for  the  hospital 
construction.  Sales  of  the  first  bond 
series  offering,  set  at  $131.6  million, 
began  on  March  4th,  said  Nadia 
Sesay,  director  of  the  City’s  Office 
of  Public  Finance.  The  sale  is  the 
first  of  possibly  five  series.  Sesay 
didn’t  expect  the  bond  sale  to  have 
a significant  effect  on  the  City’s 
property  tax  rate.  “The  net  impact 
will  be  minimal  to  the  homeowner," 
she  said. 


Acupuncture  can  help  with: 
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• Depression  • PMS  • Pain 
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John  Weston:  Man  of  the  Hill 


By  Tom  Donald 

Apparently,  John  Weston  doesn’t 
like  to  move.  Except  for  a couple  of 
stints  in  Europe,  Weston  has  spent 
more  than  40  years  not  just  in  San 
Francisco,  and  not  just  on  Potrero 
Hill,  but  on  a single  block  of  Vermont 
Street.  His  current  residence,  a 
charming,  rebuilt  earthquake  cottage 
across  from  McKinley  Square,  is  next 
door  to  the  apartment  he  lived  in 
previously,  and  down  the  street  from 
his  residence  prior  to  that. 

Weston,  71,  has  witnessed  the 
many  changes  that  have  come  to 
the  Hill  over  the  years,  and  to  San 
Francisco  in  general.  “Potrero  Hill 
used  to  be  a blue-collar  neighborhood; 
a place  where  people  got  up  and 
went  to  work  in  the  factories,  the 
slaughterhouses  or  the  docks.  As 
late  as  the  1960s,  there  were  unpaved 
streets  up  here,  and  railroad  tracks 
were  everywhere.  Now  we  have 
BMWs  and  Mercedes  instead  of  Fords 
and  Chevys.  New  folks  have  moved 
in,  but  the  one  constant  is  that  this  is 
still  a great  place  for  families.” 

Weston  is  no  nay-sayer  to 
progress;  just  the  opposite.  He  not 
only  approves  of  the  Mission  Bay 
development,  but  looks  forward  to 
the  “new  city”  now  taking  shape 
just  beyond  the  Hill’s  Eastern  slope. 
“It’s  certainly  better  than  what  was 
there,  with  all  those  abandoned  rail 
yards  and  such.  That  was  a time 
when  we  had  real  problems  with 


crime,  drugs  and  homelessness.”  Not 
that  Weston  believes  that  all  change 
is  good;  he  readily  admits  to  being 
vehemently  opposed  to  a helipad  at 
San  Francisco  General  Hospital’s 
proposed  helipad. 

Weston  thinks  that  the  Hill 
could  use  more  affordable  shops 
and  restaurants.  And  if  someone 
were  to  come  up  with  a plan  to 
develop  Pier  70  “in  a way  the  benefits 
everyone,”  he’d  be  an  enthusiastic 
supporter.  He  also  has  an  idea  for  a 
fountain  at  the  traffic  circle  where 
five  streets  intersect  in  Showplace 
Square,  a concept  that  the  View  has 
editorialized  in  favor  of  .“There  should 
be  a gateway  - an  entrance,  if  you  will 
- to  our  wonderful  neighborhood. 
What  better  location  than  Showplace 
Square,  the  home  of  great  design  in 
San  Francisco.” 

Weston  likes  to  walk  his  two  dogs 
in  McKinley  Square  across  from  his 
house.  The  place  has  changed  over  the 
years,  from  a former  “needle  park”  to 
a magnet  for  parents  and  their  kids. 
He  bemusedly  notes  that  some  of  the 
former  “tough  kids”  he  used  to  run 
into  are  now  parents  themselves,  with 
an  equal  stake  in  the  neighborhood. 
He  tries  to  teach  them  about  Hill 
history.  Who  better  to  do  that  than 
John  Weston,  the  man  who  has  spent 
more  than  half  his  life  admiring  his 
view  from  the  top  of  the  Hill? 

Tom  Donald  is  a film  director  who 
lives  with  his  wife  Mitzi  Ngim  on  the 
outer  reaches  of  Potrero  Hill. 
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Cable  May  Shutter  Potrero  Power  Plant  Unit 


By  Greg  Thomas 

The  Trans  Bay  Cable  (TBC)  - a 
53-mile  transmission  line  that  will 
connect  San  Francisco  to  Pittsburgh  - 
is  in  its  17th  month  of  construction  at 
the  Pittsburgh  Converter  Substation 
on  the  northern  fringe  of  the  City 
of  Pittsburgh.  It’s  expected  to  plug 
into  a substation  at  the  intersection 
of  Illinois  and  23rd  streets  roughly 
a year  from  now.  According  to  San 
Francisco  Public  Utility  Commission 
(SFPUC)  officials,  the  cable  will 
provide  a reliable  way  to  transmit 
clean  energy  to  San  FYancisco.  The 
cable  is  “a  giant  extension  cord,”  said 
Karen  Kubick,  SFPUC  manager  of 
infrastructure  development. 

In  2 004,  the  California  Independent 
System  Operators  (Cal-ISO),  a quasi- 
governmental  agency  that  manages 
the  state’s  power  grid,  selected  TBC 
as  the  preferred  approach  to  meeting 
the  City’s  long-term  electricity  needs. 
According  to  SFPUC  staff,  the  cable 
will  be  capable  of  conveying  power 
for  at  least  the  next  40  years. 

Cal-ISO  has  indicated  that 
completion  of  the  cable  would  enable 
it  to  release  the  Potrero  Power  Plant’s 
Unit  Three  generator  from  its  contract 
to  continually  run.  Unit  Three  is  the 
plant’s  largest  generator,  capable  of 
kicking-out  more  than  200  megawatts 
(MW)  of  electricity.  It’s  shutdown  “is 
a big  deal,”  said  Kubick.  Closure  of 
the  unit  would  help  the  City  reach 
its  goal  of  cutting  greenhouse  gas 
emissions  by  30  percent  by  2020  from 
1990  levels. 

Recent  analyses  by  Cal-ISO  and 
SFPUC  show  that  with  TBC,  and 
meeting  stringent  reliability  criteria, 
the  City  faces  a supply  shortage  of  well 
less  then  35  MW.  When  recent  declines 
in  energy  demand  are  considered  that 
gap  drops  to  zero.  “As  we’ve  been 
saying  for  the  past  two  years,  with 
Trans  Bay  the  entire  Potrero  Power 
Plant  can  be  immedietly  closed,” said 
View  publisher  and  San  Francisco 


Community  Power  executive  director 
Steven  Moss. 

TBC  will  be  capable  of  transmitting 
400  MWs  of  high  voltage  direct 
current  (DC)  into  San  Francisco’s 
electrical  grid.  That’s  enough  power 
to  supply  more  than  one-third  of  the 
City’s  power  demand  during  peak 
hours.  The  benefit  of  a DC  line,  as 
opposed  to  alternating  current  (AC), 
which  is  what  powers  household  wall 
outlets,  is  a reduction  in  transmission 
line  losses.  With  AC  transmission, 
electricity  starts  to  dissipate  after 
traveling  about  25  miles.  “You  can  put 
that  power  into  it  but  it  doesn’t  [all] 
come  out  the  other  end,”  said  David 
Parquet,  TBC  project  manager. 

“Hopefully  we’ll  get  to  the  point 
where  San  Francisco  power  is  not 
produced  in-City,”  said  Kubick, 
alluding  to  the  fact  that  Cal-ISO  has 
yet  to  agree  to  close  the  Potrero  Power 
Plant’s  other  units,  four,  five  and  six, 
which  currently  run  on  diesel.  The 
TBC  “is  part  of  (that)  incremental 
process,”  she  said. 

Trans  Bay  Cable  LLC,  a subsidiary 
of  international  investment  and 
advisory  firm  Babcock  and  Brown, 
is  undertaking  the  project.  Parquet’s 
team  broke  ground  in  Pittsburgh  in 
November  2007.  The  cable  is  being 
manufactured  in  Italy,  and  is  roughly 
70  percent  complete,  Parquet  said. 
Upon  completion,  the  finished  cable 
will  be  shipped  to  San  Francisco, 
implanted  roughly  one  foot  deep  into 
the  Bay  floor,  and  hooked-up  at  each 
end  in  Dogpatch  and  Pittsburgh. 
Stations  in  both  locations  will  convert 
the  current  from  DC  to  AC,  and  vice 
versa,  though  Pittsburgh  and  San 
Francisco  officials  indicated  that 
power  would  only  flow  into,  and  not 
out  of,  San  Francisco.  Parquet  expects 
the  cable  to  be  operational  a year 
from  now. 

According  to  Jaime  Michaels  of 
the  San  Francisco  Bay  Conservation 
and  Development  Commission  - the 
last  of  several  government  agencies 
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to  approve  the  project  - the  cable 
will  have  minimal  impacts  on  the 
bay’s  ecology.  “The  areas  [the  cable] 
is  going  through  are  mostly  sandy 
bottom  and  benthic  habitat,  which  is 
basically  your  average  critters  in  the 
bay,” she  said. “They’re  important,  but 
it  wasn’t  [harming]  sensitive  habitat 
or  a threatened  species  or  anything 
like  that.” 

San  Francisco  currently  draws 
power  primarily  from  the  Potrero 
Power  Plant  - the  dominant  feature 
of  which  is  the  soaring  brick  smoke 
stack  that  towers  above  Dogpatch  - 
and  transmission  lines  running  from 
the  Peninsula  that  originate  in  the 
East  Bay.  TBC  will  add  another  supply 
pathway,  creating  a more  flexible  and 
reliable  network  of  electricity  flowing 
into  the  City,  a Cal-ISO  priority.  “In 
an  earthquake-prone  region  it’s  better 
to  not  have  all  your  eggs  in  one  basket 
with  all  that  transmission  on  one 
corridor,”  said  Cal-ISO  spokesman 
Gregg  Fishman.  The  City’s  existing 
system  “is  just  not  enough  capacity 
to  keep  pace  with  anticipated  growth 
and  demand  in  San  Francisco  and  to 
meet  some  of  the  community  goals, 


which  have  been  to  close  the  older 
power  plants  in  San  Francisco,”  he 
added. 

Fishman  claimed  that  his  agency 
will  still  look  to  Unit  Three  for 
emergency  generation  even  after 
TBC  is  operational.  The  unit  “is  still 
necessary  for  local  reliability”should 
an  outage  in  Pittsburgh  cut  power  to 
the  cable,  he  said,  in  which  case  it 
could  be  temporarily  be  brought  back 
online.  However,  according  to  Kubick 
Unit  Three  will  be  shut  down  wTien 
the  cable  becomes  operational  as 
part  of  Cal-ISO’s  action  plan  for  San 
Francisco -“[it]  has  been  a goal  of  the 
City  and  neighbors  for  a long  time," 
she  said.  In  2006  construction  of  the 
Jefferson-Martin  transmission  line, 
which  runs  up  the  Peninsula  from 
Redwood  City,  enabled  the  closure 
of  the  Hunters  Point  power  plant. 
Similarly,  the  TBC  should  be  able  to 
close  generation  at  the  Potrero  Power 
Plant  -"the  biggest  nasty  power  plant 
in  the  City,”  Kubick  said. 

B&B  conceived  of  TBC  in  2003 

Continued  on  Page  14 


CENTERED  BODY  PILATES 

601  Kansas  Street,  Potrero  Hill 
(415)  920-9133  www.centeredbody.com 


THE  POTRERO  VIEW  April  2009 


9 


Eastern  Neighborhoods  Transportation  Planning 


Process  Continues 


By  Christine  Lias 

A couple  dozen  Mission  District, 
Mission  Bay,  Potrero  Hill,  and  South 
of  Market  (SoMa)  - collectively  known 
as  the  Eastern  Neighborhoods  - 
residents  gathered  earlier  this  year 
to  learn  about  an  effort  to  engage 
community  members  in  transportation 
planning  in  the  area.  The  outreach 
effort  will  eventually  morph  into  a 
$1.25  million  Eastern  Neighborhoods 
Transportation  Implementation 
Planning  Study,  or  EN  TRIPS. 

The  EN  TRIPS  project  is  being 
funded  by  a $750,000  Metropolitan 
Transportation  Commission  planning 
grant.  Another  $500,000  was  provided 
by  a donor-directed  fund  - the 
Eastern  Neighborhoods  Trust  Fund 
- administered  by  The  San  Francisco 
Foundation  and  directed  by  Potrero 
Hill  residents  Joe  Boss,  Susan  Eslick, 
and  Keith  Goldstein. 

Urban  Ecology,  a Financial 
District-based  nonprofit,  is  leading 
the  effort  to  form  a citizens  task 


force  and  identify  key  stakeholders 
before  an  Eastern  Neighborhoods 
Community  Advisory  Committee 
(CAC)  forms,  a process  that  could  take 
five  months  (see  February  View).  The 
nonprofit  is  implementing  a process  to 
publicly  vet  proposed  transportation 
improvements.  Citizens’  input  - 
obtained  through  workshops  and 
focus  groups  - will  be  passed  along  to 
public  agencies,  such  as  San  Francisco 
Municipal  Transportation  Authority 
(SFMTA),  San  Francisco  Planning 
Department,  and  the  Department  of 
Parks  and  Recreation.  “Our  client  is 
the  community.  It’s  not  MTA,"  Urban 
Ecology’s  Linda  Roberson  said. 

The  CAC  will  ultimately  consist 
of  13  members,  five  of  whom  will 
be  appointed  by  the  mayor,  with 
the  others  selected  by  the  Board  of 
Supervisors.  District  10  Supervisor 
Sophie  Maxwell  will  appoint  four 
CAC  members;  District  6 Supervisor 
Chris  Daly  District  6 will  select  two 
members;  and  Bevan  Dufty  and  David 
Campos  of  Districts  8 and  9 will 


appoint  one  member  each.  As  reported 
in  the  February  View,  the  CAC  has 
yet  to  be  formed.  Its  procedures  and 
oversight  are  undefined.  According 
to  City  Planning  Manager  Ken  Rich, 
the  CAC  will  be  “up  to  date  on 
the  projects  being  reviewed,"  but 
will  not  “officially”  review  proposed 
development  projects. 

Roberson  led  meeting  participants 
through  a 16-page  PowerPoint 
presentation.  In  the  audience 
were  EN  TRIPS  Project  Manager 
Suzanne  Chen-Harding,  from  the 
SFMTA  and  Rich.  Several  meeting 
participants  challenged  EN  TRIPS’s 
geographic  scope,  asserting  that  their 
neighborhoods  - including  Mission 
Bay  and  Western  SoMa  - were  being 
neglected.  “Mission  Bay  is  left  out 
of  this  map,”  said  Corrine  Woods,  a 
Mission  Bay  resident,  referring  to  a 
PowerPoint  slide  that  showed  the  EN 
TRIPS  planning  study  area.  Woods 
said  that  she  fears  that  Mission  Bay 
will  be  shut-out  of  the  planning 
process.  “It’s  all  connected,”  said 
Woods,  who  lives  on  a Mission  Creek 
houseboat,  and  has  been  a Mission 
Bay  resident  for  25  years.  “It  all  ties 
together.” 

Rich  countered  that  Western 
SoMa  and  Mission  Bay  have  already 
been  rezoned,  and  fall  outside 
the  EN  TRIPS  process.  However, 
according  to  SFMTA’s  web  site,  EN 
TRIPS  “will  study  the  transportation 
network  of  San  Francisco’s  Eastern 
Neighborhoods,  which  include 
Eastern  SoMa,  the  Mission,  Showplace 


Square/Potrero  Hill  and  the  Central 
Waterfront  together  with  surrounding 
high-growth  areas  of  Western  SoMa, 
Transbay  District,  Rincon  Hill  and 
Mission  Bay.”  Much  of  the  City’s 
growth  in  the  next  two  decades  is 
expected  in  those  neighborhoods. 

Mission  District  resident  Oscar 
Grande  said  he’s  been  interested  in  the 
Eastern  Neighborhoods  transportation 
plan  for  almost  a decade.  The  Mission 
District,  he  said,  wants  to  be  a part 
of  the  CAC.  “People  spring  forward. 
We're  hoping  it  will  be  a positive,”  he 
said.  According  to  Grande,  for  the 
Latino  community,  transportation 
issues  include  access,  affordability, 
environmental  health  and  safety. 

Potrero  Hill  resident  Babette 
Drefke,  whose  lived  in  her 
neighborhood  for  a half-century,  heard 
about  the  meeting  from  telephone 
calls  from  friends  and  a postal  letter. 
She  rides  Muni  regularly,  and  has 
seen  significant  changes  to  the  area’s 
public  transportation  over  the  years. 
“I  don’t  know  what  they’re  getting 
at  or  how  they’ll  do  it,”  Drefke  said. 
She  pointed  to  Muni  Lines  19  and 
53  as  being  particularly  important  to 
Potrero  Hill  residents;  she’d  like  to  see 
those  lines  kept  intact  for  the  future. 
“They  need  something.  Our  hills  are 
pretty  steep.” 

To  contact  Linda  Roberson  at 
Urban  Ecology:  linda@urbanecology. 
org.  To  view  the  EN  TRIPS  Study  Area 
map:  http://www.sfmta.com/cms/ 
oentrips/ indxentrips.htm 
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What's  the  Value  of  Your  Property  Today? 

Ask  Mary  Lace,  the  Hill's  real  estate  specialist  since  1980.  She  has  the  knowledge  and 
experience  you  need.  Mary  lives  on  Potrero  Hill  and  loves  it  - she  really  knows  and 
cares  about  our  community. 


Ask  Your  Neighbors  about  Mary  Lace 

"Mary  was  very  conscientious  about  staying  on  top  of  details.  She  is  friendly  and 
cheerful  and  does  not  get  rattled  when  unexpected  details  arise.  It  was  a distinct 
pleasure  to  work  with  Mary  and  I would  recommend  her  without  reservation." 

- Dean  R. 

"Your  professionalism  is  impeccable;  your  sense  of  humor  and  practicality  a delight; 
and  throughout,  we  knew  you  would  act  in  our  best  interests  and  in  fact  you  did." 

- Janet  J. 
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Dogpatch  Biofuels 


Potrero  Hill  Copes  with  Drought 


By  Christina  Lias 

Whether  it’s  carrying  reusable 
tote  bags  to  schlep  groceries  or 
forgoing  bottled  water  for  tap,  San 
Franciscans  are  getting  greener  all 
the  time.  Robin  Gold  and  Michele 
Swiggers,  owners  of  Dogpatch 
Biofuels,  are  offering  another  way 
to  go  green  at  the  City’s  only  retail 
biodiesel  filling  station,  which  opened 
late  last  year. 

Located  on  765  Pennsylvania 
Avenue,  Dogpatch  Biofuels  sells  fuel 
made  of  100  percent  waste  vegetable 
oils.  According  to  Gold,  biodiesel, 
which  is  produced  using  renewable 
materials,  has  significantly  lower 
carbon  emissions,  which  contribute 
to  global  climate  change,  than 
petroleum-based  diesel.  “When 
you  burn  petroleum  diesel  you’re 
burning  fossil  fuels  that  have  been 
stored  deep  in  the  earth’s  crust  for 
millions  of  years,”  Gold  said.  Other 
emissions  from  biodiesel  are  also 
lower.  “They’re  about  half  in  terms 
of  what  the  harmful  emissions  are, 
like  particulate  matter,  unburned 
fiber  carbons,  and  carbon  monoxide,” 
Gold  said. 

Diesel  emissions  contribute  to 
the  formation  of  smog,  and  can 
increase  the  risks  of  asthma  and 
heart  disease.  “That’s  a huge  issue, 
especially  for  areas  like  this  where 
there’s  a lot  of  industry  and  a lot  of 
diesel  vehicles.  The  air  quality  tends 
to  be  very  poor,”  Swiggers  said.  In 
contrast  to  diesel,  biodiesel  is  non- 
toxic and  biodegradable.  “Even  in 
an  event  of  a catastrophic  spill,  it’s 
not  going  to  poison  the  earth  forever 
and  ever  the  way  diesel  does,”  Gold 
said.  “Whatever  you  can’t  clean  up, 
it’s  just  going  to  biodegrade,  just  like 
vegetable  oil.” 

Most  diesel  cars  are 
compatable  with  biofuel,  including 
the  Volkswagen  TDI,  Mercedes  diesel 
and  pre-2007  Dodge  Sprinters. 
However,  some  vehicles  require 
slight  modifications  to  use  the  fuel. 
“Biodiesel  isn’t  compatible  with 
natural  rubbers.”  Gold  said. 

Gold  and  Swiggers,  who  live  in 
Ingleside,  decided  to  open  a biofuel 
station  because  they  found  it  difficult 


to  get  biodiesel  in  San  Francisco. 
“We  were  driving  over  to  Berkeley 
to  the  BioFuel  Oasis  to  get  biodiesel 
and  that  was  just  expensive.  It 
doesn’t  make  much  sense  from  an 
environmental  standpoint, "Swiggers 
said.  The  owners  try  to  limit  their 
automobile  use,  but  when  they 
need  to  drive  they  rely  on  biodiesel. 
“We’re  really  committed  to  not  using 
petroleum  because  of  its  emissions," 
Swiggers  said. 

Swiggers  grew  up  with  a strong 
appreciation  for  nature.  Living  as 
eco-friendly  as  possible  is  a personal 
goal.  "I  think  it’s  so  important  to  our 
ethological  diversity  and  our  well 
being  as  a human  race, "Swiggers  said. 
“It  led  me  to  be  more  aware  of  how 
I was  affecting  the  environment.  It’s 
analyzing  what  you  as  an  individual 
can  do  to  contribute  to  a healthier 
planet  and  community,"  she  said. 

Swiggers  said  that  she  and 
Gold  opened  their  biofuel  station 
at  the  slowest  economic  period  of 
the  year.  But  Dogpatch  Biofuels  is 
off  to  a good  start,  particularly  with 
the  support  of  biodiesel  adherents. 
“There’s  a huge  outpouring  of 
support  from  the  existing  biodiesel 
community,”  Swiggers  said.  "People 
are  so  excited  to  finally  have  good 
access  to  biodiesel.”  According  to 
Gold,  biodiesel  customers  have  been 
seeking  them  out.  “We  knew  long  in 
advance  that  there  were  a lot  of  people 
like  us  who  have  just  been  waiting 
and  waiting  for  a biodiesel  station,” 
Gold  said.  “So  we  had  this  sort  of 
built-in  customer  base,  which  is  such 
a good  thing.”  Although  finding  the 
right  location  for  Dogpatch  Biofuels 
took  a year,  both  Swiggers  and  Gold 
are  thrilled  to  operate  a business  in 
Dogpatch.  “The  community  here  is 
a really  diverse  community  that  has 
been  very  supportive  about  what  we 
were  doing,”  Swiggers  said. 

Dogpatch  Biofuels  also  features  a 
convenience  store  that  sells  a variety 
of  eco-friendly  items,  including 
nontoxic  cleaning  products,  and 
handmade  soaps. 

For  more  information:  www. 
dogpatchbiofuels.com. 
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By  Mary  Purpura  and  Silvano  Purpura- 
Ponton  iere 

After  three  years  of  below- 
average  rainfall,  Governor  Arnold 
Schwarzenegger  recently  declared  a 
statewide  water  crisis.  Despite  much 
needed,  late-winter  rains,  experts 
predict  that  this  year’s  all-important 
Sierra  Nevada  snowmelt  will  be 
roughly  57  percent  of  normal.  About 
two  dozen  water  agencies  in  the  state, 
including  the  East  Bay  Municipal 
Utility  District,  have  already  ordered 
water  rationing  to  protect  dwindling 
reservoirs.  The  governor  has  called 
for  urban  water  users  to  cut  their  H O 
use  by  at  least  one-fifth. 

On  a recent  Saturday,  we  spent 
a couple  of  hours  standing  at  17th 
and  Rhode  Island  streets  talking  to 
20  random  passersby  about  whether 
news  of  the  drought  has  impacted 
their  water  consumption  habits.  More 
than  half  reported  that  they'd  made 
no  changes  to  their  water  use,  and  had 
no  plans  to  do  so.  Two  interviewees 
said  they'd  been  conscientious  about 
how  they  use  water  all  along;  they 
planned  to  continue  to  conserve. 

In  response  to  our  question  about 
their  water-consuming  behavior,  one 
interviewee  in  the  “no  change"  group 
looked  up  at  the  dark  sky  threatening 
rain  and  asked,  “What  drought?” 

Those  that  were  conserving  were 
employing  multiple  tactics.  Oliver 
Fringer,  a Missouri  Street  resident 
and  environmental  engineer,  said  his 
household  has  dramatically  limited 
the  amount  of  free  water  play  he  and 


his  wife  allow  their  young  daughter, 
Avery.  “Avery  could  entertain  herself 
for  hours  with  a faucet  running  water 
into  the  sink,  and  we've  put  a stop 
to  that,"  explained  Fringer.  Fringer 
and  his  family  live  in  a condominium 
with  a front  lawn.  He’s  trying  to 
convince  the  building  management  to 
replace  the  lawn  with  succulents  and 
gravel.  Fringer’s  water-conservation 
instincts  are  good.  Experts  estimate 
that  watering  lawns  and  gardens 
accounts  for  from  one-third  to  one- 
half  of  all  residential  water  use, 
totaling  more  than  seven  billion 
gallons  daily  nationwide. 

Nash  Anderson,  who  has  lived 
in  Bayview  for  about  a year,  has 
changed  the  way  he  washes  dishes. 
“Now  I close  the  sink  drain  and  put 
in  soapy  water,  instead  of  having 
the  water  running  out  of  the  faucet 
the  whole  time."  According  to  the 
American  Water  Works  Association 
Research  Foundation,  allowing  water 
to  run  out  of  faucets  - to  cool  it  down, 
to  heat  it  up,  or  while  washing  dishes 
or  brushing  teeth  - wastes  almost  11 
gallons  of  water  per  person  a day  in 
the  United  States.  “The  water  we 
see  go  down  the  drain  is  clean  water 
that  we’re  then  mixing  with  dirty 
water  so  that  we  can  run  it  through 
the  treatment  plant  and  dump  it  into 
the  bay,"  said  Brian  Liles,  an  architect 
and  Potrero  Hill  resident.  “And,  of 
course,  that  water  has  to  come  from 
our  depleted  water  supplies  in  the 
Sierras,”  he  added.  Liles  recently 

Continued  on  Page  18 


Two  Options  for  Perfect  Living  on  Potrero  Hill! 

Exceptional  Potrero  Home!  Hilltop  Investment  Opp! 

Offered  at  $1,499,000  Offered  at  $1,100,000 


Stunning,  completely  renovated  home. 

3 bedrooms,  2 baths,  sun  porch  and  deck 
with  view,  tailored  yard  plus  garage  for  1 
car  parking  and  storage.* 


Top  of  the  hill  2-unit  building.  Upper 
is  3 bedrooms,  1 bath  and  lower  is  2 
bedrooms,  1 bath.  2-car  parking  and 
large  lot. 


We  are  Potrero! 


• Consistently  Potrero  Hill’s  #1  Selling  Team 

• Over  one  quarter  BILLION  dollars  in  San  Francisco  sales 

• 40  combined  years  specializing  in  Potrero  Hill  property 

• "On  the  Hill  to  Serve  the  Community  Better"  long  before  it  was  pricey  or  hip 


Christine  3 1 5.01 05  ext  1 1 6 


Hallie  3 15.0105  ext  118 


z 

ZEPHYR 


REAL  ESTATE 


k 


Ad  paid  for  by  your  San  Francisco  Firefighters  Local  798. 
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THERE'S 

SMOKE, 

THERE'S 

FIRE. 


There’s  something  smoldering 
at  City  Hall  -the  politicians  are 
talking  about  budget  cuts  that 
would  shut  down  neighborhood 
firehouses  throughout  San 
Francisco  on  a daily  basis. 

In  2005,  we  voted  to  keep  our 
neighborhood  firehouses  open. 
Now  it’s  time  again  to  tell  the 
Board  of  Supervisors:  “Don’t 
let  politics  get  in  the  way  of 
our  neighborhood  safety!” 


Help  us  put  out  the  fire  by  joining  our  coalition 


today  to  keep  our  neighborhood  firehouses  open. 


WW  ■> = 


Sign  up  at  www.SaveOurFirehouses.com  or  join  us  on  Facebook  Q 


STATION  #29  ON  VERMONT  STREET, 


Firehouses  in  our 
neighborhood 
are  in  danger  of 
being  shut  down. 

Act  now  to  protect 
our  neighborhood 
firehouses. 


I WANT  TO  JOIN  THE  THOUSANDS  OF  SAN  FRANCISCANS  WHO  ARE  PART  OF  THE 
COALITION  TO  PROTECT  OUR  NEIGHBORHOOD  FIREHOUSES. 


NAME 


AOORESS 


PHONE 


CITY 


STATE 


ZIP 


EMAIL 


Please  clip  and  send  this  card  to:  1139  Mission  St.,  San  Francisco,  CA  94103 
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Potrero  Kids  for  Daniel 
Webster  Avoids  Closure 


By  Halley  Cornell 

Last  month  the  doors  seemed 
about  to  close  at  Potrero  Kids  at 
Daniel  Webster  (PKDW),  the  preschool 
that  Potrero  Residents  Education 
Fund  (PREFund)  helped  launch  just 
last  year.  Mission  Neighborhood 
Centers,  Inc.  (MNC),  with  whom 
PREFund  had  partnered  to  manage 
the  preschool’s  operations,  issued  a 
letter  to  PKDW  parents  stating  they 
were  shuttering  the  school  this  month. 
Disagreements  between  MNC  and 
PREFund  over  operational  issues, 
including  staffing  and  the  liabilities 
involved  in  transferring  a $166,000 
Low  Income  Investment  Fund  (LIIF) 
grant,  triggered  MNC’s  decision  to 
withdraw  from  the  school.  But  thanks 
to  the  swift  involvement  of  PREFund 
and  PKDW  parents,  the  preschool 
will  remain  open,  with  operations 
managed  by  PREFund. 

“Our  lack  of  experience  in 
managing  a mixed  fee-based  preschool 
played  a key  role  in  what  I believe  will 
ultimately  be  a mutually  beneficial 
agreement  to  transition  the  preschool 
over  to  our  collaborating  partners, 
PREFund,”  said  MNC  executive 
director,  Santiago  Ruiz.  “We  have  a 
common  goal  and  a common  bond, 
and  that  is  essentially  to  provide  what 
is  best  for  our  children.  The  Potrero 
Hill  parents  have  spoken,  and  they 
have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the 
transition  to  PREFund  is  the  best 
move.” 

PREFund  originally  approached 
MNC  to  lead  the  preschool  because 
the  Center  has  experience  establishing 
bilingual  programs  for  children,  Ruiz 
said.  But  disagreements  over  how  the 
school  was  being  run  led  to  calls  for 
change  from  Potrero  Hill  parents. 
PREFund  had  been  in  the  process  of 
determining  how  to  take  the  school 
over  for  months.  “Our  organization 
publicly  acknowledges  that  we  don’t 
have  the  type  of  infrastructure, 
resources,  or  experience  required  to 
generate  up  to  the  level  of  expectations 
that  PKDW  parents  had  in  place  in 
relationship  to  the  preschool,”  Ruiz 


said.  “From  a programmatic  stance, 
we’ve  done  the  best  we  can." 

PREFund  member  Jennifer  Betti 
said  that  at  a March  12th  meeting 
94  percent  of  PKDW  parents  voted 
that  PREFund  should  take  over  the 
school.  The  transition,  she  said,  will 
go  forward  amicably  and  with  MNC’s 
help,  which  will  assist  PREFund 
with  the  school’s  operations  until  as 
late  as  July.  PREFund  and  MNC  are 
continuing  to  negotiate  how  best  to 
manage  the  transition  period,  but 
MNC  will  shift  much  of  its  attention 
to  starting  Head  Start  programs, 
particularly  a site  on  Third  street 
and  Evans  Avenue  scheduled  to  open 
in  May. 

According  to  Betti,  LIIF 
presented  some  roadblocks  related 
to  transferring  grant  monies  from 
MNC  to  PREFund,  which  doesn’t  have 
the  financial  collateral  to  cover  the 
remaining  $166,000.  With  potential 
liability  hanging  over  its  head,  MNC 
was  presented  with  an  expensive 
problem,  and  potentially  a continuing 
drain  on  their  resources  prompting 
them  to  send  a letter  to  preschool 
parents  warning  of  the  school’s 
possible  closure.  “I  think  there  was  a 
lot  of  miscommunication  around  the 
letter;  I think  what  MNC  was  trying 
to  say  is  not  that  the  school  closure 
was  a done  deal,  but  that  they  needed 
to  work  with  the  parents  to  get  a 
solution.” 

But  the  letter  ignited  a firestorm 
among  the  PKDW  parents,  who  used 
their  well-established  email  network 
to  send  out  a plea  for  assistance  to 
the  San  Francisco  Foundation,  LIIF, 
the  Eastern  Neighborhoods  Public 
Benefit  Trust,  the  San  Francisco 
Unified  School  District,  First  Five,  the 
Children’s  Council,  the  San  Francisco 
Board  of  Supervisors,  the  Mayor’s 
Office,  the  View,  as  well  as  a bevy  of 
Potrero  Hill  residents.  According  to 
Betti,  the  momentum  created  by  the 
crisis  led  some  stakeholders  to  speak 
out  in  support  of  PREFund’s  ability 
to  handle  the  grant. 


The  View  Needs  You 

We  need  writers,  editors,  and  gossip-mongers.  We'll  also  take 
artists,  cartoon  writers,  and  photographers. 

We’ll  even  consider  poets. 

Little,  if  any,  pay,  no  benefits,  but  plenty  of  love. 


St.  Teresa  of  Avila  Catholic  Church 
19th  Street  at  Connecticut 


Please  join  our  community 
for  Holy  Week  services 

Palm  Sunday:  April  5, 10:00  am 
Holy  Thursday:  April  9, 7:30  pm 
Good  Friday:  April  10, 12:15  pm 
EASTER  Vigil:  Saturday,  April  1 1 , 7:30  pm 


Easter  Sunday:  Sunday,  April  12, 10  am 

For  more  information: 

Call:  415-285-5272  E-mail  to:  info@stteresasf.org  Visit:  www.stteresasf.org 


Local  Schools  Need 
Community  Support 

The  View  asked  schools  in  the  neighborhood  what  kind  of  help  they  need  in  the 
face  of  significant  budget  cuts.  Below  is  what  they  requested. 

Daniel  Webster  Elementary 

1.  Prizes  (e.g.,  iPods,  electronic  equipment)  for  the  annual  raffle  at  the 
International  Festival  on  May  28th. 

2.  Art  supplies,  such  as  paint. 

3.  Donations  to  pay  for  12  sessions  of  African  music  class,  at  $75  a day. 

Contact  Moraima  Machado,  Principal,  695.5787;  MachadoM@sfusd.edu 

Downtown  High  School 

1.  Passenger  van. 

2.  Electronic  equipment. 

3.  Art  supplies. 

4.  Office  Furniture. 

5.  Money/gift  certificates. 

Contact  Ellen  Wong,  Instructional  Reform  Facilitator,  695.5860; 
wonganza@sbcglobal.net 

Escuela  Buena  Vista 

1.  Paper,  especially  8.5  by  11  inches,  in  color,  white,  or  graph. 

2.  Smart  boards  (i.e.,  electronic  chalk  boards). 

3.  LCD  projector. 

4.  2005  or  younger  computers. 

5.  Furniture,  particularly  tables  for  teachers,  chairs  for  students,  and  an  office 
recliner  to  use  when  students  are  sick. 

6.  Pencils. 

Contact  Avis  Cassimir,  Parent  Teacher  Association  Representative,  695.5875; 
sch461@sfusd.edu 

Leonard  R.  Flynn  Elementary 

1.  Volunteers!  As  little  as  30  minutes  a week  shelving  library  books,  helping 
in  the  classroom  or  assisting  with  recess  would  be  an  enormous  benefit. 

2.  Internet-enabled  computer  equipment  that’s  less  than  four  years  old,  including 
workstations,  laptops,  Macs  and  PCs. 

3.  Recess  equipment,  including  soft  balls  of  all  kinds,  hula  hoops,  jump  ropes, 
outside  toys,  imaginative  play  items. 

4.  Uniforms.  Many  students  don’t  attend  school  in  uniform  because  the  one 
outfit  they  have  is  dirty  or  in  bad  repair.  Twenty  five  dollars  buys  a uniform 

5.  Media  cart  for  digital  presentations,  including  a laptop,  LCD  projector,  laser 
pointers,  flip  charts,  markers,  collapsible  easels,  and  extension  cords 
Contact  Julie  Jackson,  PTA  President,  695.5770;  julie@jacksonliles.com 

Starr  King  Elementary 

1.  Furniture. 

2.  Literature  books  in  all  languages,  representing  all  cultures  and  races. 

3.  Prizes,  such  as  gift  certificates,  for  children  and  families  entered  in  the  school’s 
reading  competitions. 

4.  Coffee  air  pods. 

Contact  Natalie  Chu,  PTA  President,  695.5797; 


SAN  FRANCISCO  S SOUROOUGH  PIZZA  SINCl  I97S 

Goat  &itl  na 

DELIVERY:  415-974-1303  PICK-UP:  415-641-1440 
www.goathillpizza.com 
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Student  Allegations  are 
Challenged  at  Downtown 

were  never  shown  it  in  the  first  place. 
Alvarado  believes  that  the  well- 
written  letter  was  organized  by  one  of 
the  school’s  teachers,  and  drafted  by 
someone  from  outside  the  school,  in 
an  attempt  to  undermine  his  authority. 
One  DHS  teacher  - and  former  union 
organizer  - noted  that  the  document 
was  constructed  in  a similar  fashion 
as  a union  request  letter. 

The  letter  may  have  been 
principally  prompted  by  a desire  to 
defend  the  students’  MLVS  instructor. 
The  vocational  school  teacher 
apparently  promised  his  students  a 
certain  number  of  credits  for  attending 
his  class.  However,  DHS  must  abide 
by  San  Francisco  Unified  School 
District’s  (SFUSD)  credit  policy, 
which  stipulates  that  one  credit  will 
be  earned  for  every  12  hours  of  work. 
“These  kids  were  promised  10  credits 
for  only  two  hours  of  work”  said 
Eunice  Nuval,  a DHS  teacher.  Nuval 
and  Wong  also  stressed  that  none  of 
the  youth  who  signed  the  letter  are  in 
jeopardy  of  not  graduating;  nor  have 
any  of  the  students  dropped  out  of 
the  school. 

If  a student  appears  to  be 
contemplating  leaving  the  school, 
staff  “counsels  the  student  into  a GED 
program.  We’re  all  about  options, ’’said 
Nuval.  Downtown  High  School,  which 
is  located  on  Vermont  Street  between 

Continued  on  Page  1 5 


Jump  in  Demand  for  San 
Francisco  Elementary  Schools 

First  Choice  Total  Requests 


School 

2009-2010 

2009-2010 

2008-2009 

2007-2008 

2006-2007 

2005-2006 

Clarendon 

319 

1680 

1469 

1152 

1082 

992 

Alice  Fong  Yu 

287 

691 

611 

473 

455 

394 

Lilienthal 

274 

946 

838 

777 

802 

678 

Lawton 

215 

951 

741 

718 

753 

783 

Rooftop 

197 

1086 

1055 

855 

819 

733 

Alvarado 

189 

981 

957 

716 

735 

756 

West  Portal 

188 

1432 

1250 

1073 

1022 

906 

Alamo 

114 

637 

595 

601 

618 

566 

Grattan 

103 

630 

508 

351 

227 

172 

Dianne  Feinstein 

78 

535 

519 

457 

139 

Leonard  Flynn 

78 

399 

367 

217 

224 

54 

Buena  Vista 

74 

373 

391 

311 

368 

362 

Jefferson 

72 

491 

395 

447 

497 

478 

Lakeshore 

60 

495 

448 

432 

456 

476 

Starr  King 

44 

125 

111 

70 

64 

29 

Daniel  Webster 

17 

94 

19 

24 

36 

35 

Malcolm  X 

1 

19 

19 

12 

23 

25 

In  the  wake  of  a 10  percent  jump  in  kindergarten  applications  for  the  City’s  63 
public  elementary  schools,  last  month  anxious  parents  found  out  what  school 
their  children  would  be  invited  to  attend.  Parents  of  entering  kindergarteners 
identified  up  to  seven  schools,  with  placement  dependent  on  a modified- 
lottery  system.  Roughly  78  percent  of  applicants  received  at  least  one  of 
their  choices,  leaving  more  than  3,000  applicants  mulling  over  how  they 
feel  about  their  assigned  school.  This  year  saw  notable  changes  in  parental 
preferences,  with  significant  jumps  in  first-choice  requests  for  Alice  Fung  Yu, 
Grattan,  and  newcomer  Dianne  Feinstein.  Requests  for  Starr  King  continued  to 
increase,  while  Daniel  Webster,  whose  Spanish  Immersion  program  attracted 
a large  number  of  Potrero  Hill  families,  struggled  to  find  applicants  for  its 
general  education  program.  Budget  constraints  prompted  the  school  district 
to  increase  kindergarten  class  sizes,  from  20  to  22,  enabling  the  most  popular 
schools  to  squeeze  in  a couple  more  kids,  though  angering  some  parents  who 
think  teacher-student  ratios  are  already  too  high. 


High  School 

By  Sarah  Marloff 

Earlier  this  year,  a letter  signed 
by  22  Downtown  High  School  (DHS) 
students  was  sent  to  Kim-Shree 
Maufas,  San  Francisco  Board  of 
Education  president.  The  letter 
claimed  that  the  school’s  principal, 
Mark  Alvarado,  lied  about  the  number 
of  credits  the  students  would  earn  from 
their  attendance  at  Mission  Language 
Vocational  School  (MLVS),  among 
other  allegations.  Fewer  credits  from 
the  night  school  would  interfere  with 
the  students’  ability  to  graduate  from 
DHS  this  June.  The  letter  also  asserted 
that  Alvarado  was  unsympathetic 
to  their  needs;  that  many  students 
were  so  discouraged  that  they  were 
considering  dropping  out  of  the 
school;  that  Alvarado  doesn’t  speak 
Spanish;  and  that  the  textbooks  the 
school  relied  on  were  “monolingual,” 
even  though  “Spanish  is  the  [school’s] 
primary  language.” 

According  to  Ellen  Wong,  DHS’s 
Instructional  Reform  Facilitator,  who 
led  the  school’s  effort  to  respond  to 
the  letter,  of  the  22  students  listed 
only  seven  said  they  supported  the 
allegations  made  in  the  document. 
The  other  15  either  renounced  the 
correspondence,  or  claimed  that  they 


Shock  absorber. 

Smooth  out  the  middle  school  bumps  at  Live  Oak.  Live  Oak  . . . 

• engages  students  in  a challenging  and  relevant  curriculum 

• offers  a healthy  environment  at  a crucial  developmental  time 

• embraces  individuality  in  a diverse  and  inclusive  community 

• builds  a solid  academic  foundation  for  high  school  and  beyond 

We  are  accepting  applications  for  6th  and  7th  grade  on  a rolling 
admissions  basis.  Tuition  assistance  is  available 

For  information  call  (415)  861-8840  or  email  admissions@liveoaksf.org 

Live  Oak  School  is  a CAIS-accredited  independent  K- 8 day  school  in 
Potrero  Hill.  Visit  Live  Oak  at  www.liveoaksf.org 


Middle  School 


fOTMUO 
KIDS'  DAY 

4rr 

REAIATHOI 

SI7JTDAY,  MAY  3RD 
1-1  DM. 

LIVE  O ik  SCHOOL 

1555  Mariposa  Street  @ Arkansas  Street 

FREE! 

ERIZEI  fcrRAFFLE 
REFRESHMENTS 
STORIES  4rr  MUSIC 
CRAFTS 
MEDIA  SWAI 


REAI'A'THOS 

Keep  track  of  the  tune  that  you  spend  reading  in  April  and  bring  your  reading  log  to 
Kids  Day  to  collect  your  prize  Create  your  own  reading  log  or  download  one  at 
WWW  friendssfpl  org/?NLC_Potrero_Hill 

CRAFTS 

Scrapbooking  Bring  in  your  favorite  scraps,  pictures,  or  photos  for  scrapbooking 
Bookbinding  Kids  will  also  have  an  opportunity  to  make  their  own  books 

MEDIA  SWAI 

Bring  in  your  used  books,  CDs,  DVDs,  and  games  Families  donate  $5-$20 
(sliding  scale)  to  take  home  someone  else's  books,  CDs,  DVDs  and  games 


Learn  about  the  Potrero  Library  Campaign 
Information:  626751 2 \106  www.friendssfpl.org 


Sponsored  bv  FRIENDS  of  the 


SAN  FRANCISCO  PUBLIC  LIBRARY 


San  Francisco  fidbral  Credit  Union 


* 
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Helipad 

Continued  from  Front  Page 

would  be  made  available  to  residential 
property  owners  who  are  located 
within  an  area  two  blocks  past  the 
larger  contour.  UCSF  estimates  that 
roughly  250  residences  are  located  on 
the  blocks  touched  by  that  contour. 
The  funds  could  be  used  for  sound 
reduction  measures,  such  as  acoustical 
windows  and  doors,  weather  stripping, 
skylight  insulation  and  ventilation 
improvements,  as  determined  on  a 
case  by  case  basis.  Those  funds  would 
be  available  only  if  noise  levels  were 
at  leeast  80  decibels  with  the  windows 
closed  in  sleeping  areas,  as  measured 
by  a UCSF  sound  consultant.  Property 
owners  would  have  up  to  one  year  to 
apply  for  the  funds.  The  contour  map 
will  be  redrawn  after  the  helipad  is 
operational  based  on  actual  helicopter 
noise.  UCSF  also  intends  to  establish 
an  ad  hoc  community  group  to  manage 
disputes. 

The  helicopters  will  have  to  abide 
by  a prescribed  flight  path,  unless 
safety  precautions  require  a diversion. 
The  primary  approach  and  departure 
path  will  be  from  the  east  along  16th 
Street,  which  is  considered  to  be  the 
least  disruptive  flight  pattern. 

Only  two  comments  were  made  at 
a public  hearing  held  in  February  to 
present  the  SEIR.  UCSF  sponsored 
a number  of  community  meetings 
in  late-2008,  in  which  community 
members  provided  suggestions  on  the 
RSRP.  Barbara  Bagot  Lopez,  UCSF’s 


Community  Relations  Associate 
Director,  explained  that  the  few  public 
comments  generated  by  the  SEIR  were 
due  to  the  extensive  work  that  had 
already  taken  place  in  the  community 
to  find  a reasonable  solution  to 
potential  helicopter  noise. 

Still,  residents  remain  concerned 
about  possible  noise  impacts  on  their 
health.  At  the  hearing  one  speaker 
cited  a study  showing  that  helicopter 
noise  can  have  adverse  health  affects, 
even  if  people  are  able  to  sleep  through 
it.  She  stated, “The  mitigation  you  are 
offering  is  really,  really  not  adequate. 
People  really  do  not  want  to  address 
the  fact  that  these  noise  levels  are 
harmful  to  residents  and  people 
exposed  to  this  kind  of  event.” 

Richard  DeWilde,  who  lives  with 
housemates  on  18th  Street,  near  the 
new  hospital  site,  isn’t  as  concerned 
about  the  helipad.  According  to 
DeWilde, “We  don’t  view  two  to  three 
helicopter  trips  as  an  imposition 
compared  to  the  other  noise  in  the 
area,  like  traffic  from  the  overpass, 
the  Muni  train,  the  Hells  Angels  and 
recent  construction.”  DeWilde  thinks 
that  UCSF’s  mitigation  efforts  are 
significant,  particularly  since  the 
university  is  generally  exempt  from 
local  planning  requirements.  And, 
according  to  UCSF,  most  hospitals 
don’t  consider  noise  impacts  or  offer 
mitigation  measures  for  helipads. 
“They  did  the  test  flight  and  none  of 
us  even  heard  it,”  DeWilde  added. 

The  SEIR  is  expected  to  be 
approved  by  the  University  of 
California  Chancellors  this  month. 


Transbay  Cable 

Continued  from  Page  8 

as  a complement  to  the  Jefferson- 
Martin  transmission  line.  Noting  that 
project’s  success,  B&B  began  scouting 
new  routes  to  bring  power  into  the 
City.  They  chose  Pittsburgh  over  other 
Bay  Area  cites  due  to  the  existence  of 
heavy  power  infrastructure  there,  and 
its  waterfront  location,  Parquet  said. 
However,  some  environmental  groups 
believe  there  was  another  motive. 
“They  planted  it  in  Pittsburg,  and 
called  it  a municipal  project,  in  part 
to  escape  California  Public  Utility 
Commission  (CPUC)  jurisdiction,” 
said  Moss.  “Avoiding  the  CPUC  saved 
them  time  and  reduced  the  risk  that 
the  project  would  be  denied." 

B&B  Planners  crossed  paths 
with  SFPUC  officials  in  2004  - 
the  same  time  Kubick’s  team  was 
researching  the  development  of 
City-owned  peaker  plants  to  meet 
Cal-ISO’s  reliability  criteria  - and 
started  sketching  out  project  details. 
At  the  time,  the  peaker  plants  were 
considered  the  preferred  alternative 
to  the  Potrero  Power  Plant.  But  the 
peaker  plant  idea,  Fishman  said, 


“holds  you  even  [and]  doesn’t  gain 
you  ground...  You’d  be  trading  older, 
more  polluting  generation  for  newer, 
less  polluting  generation  with  the 
peakers.” 

TBC  will  be  capable  of  conveying 
power  from  any  generating  resource. 
However,  City  officials  say  the 
transmission  line  will  tap  renewable 
energy  sources  at  wind  farms  in  Rio 
Vista.  Perhaps  just  as  likely,  though,  is 
for  the  line  to  convey  fossil  fuel  power 
from  the  cluster  of  older  natural  gas- 
fired  generating  facilities  located  in 
Contra  Costa  County. 

According  to  Kubick,  SFPUC  is 
moving  forward  on  a citywide  energy 
plan  that  includes  installing  solar 
panels  on  municipal  buildings.  Panels 
capable  of  powering  roughly  1,000 
homes  have  already  been  installed 
on  Moscone  Center.  SFPUC  hopes 
to  complete  similar  smaller  solar 
projects  at  Davies  Symphony  Hall. 
“The  City  has  taken  an  awful  lot  of 
leadership  in  focusing  on  green  power 
and  trying  to  reduce  any  future  need 
on  the  municipal  side  for  fossil  fuel 
generation  power,"  she  said.  “The 
City  is  trying  to  make  an  example 
for  the  people  who  live  here  and  for 
the  future" 


FENCES  DECKS  AND  STAIRS 

New  Construction  Repairs  and  Rcfinishing 
Serving  Son  Francisco  Neighborhoods  For  20  yeors 
415  282  5406 
CSL8888038 

Licensed  Bonded  Insured 
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STATEWIDE  SPECIAL  ELECTION 
TUESDAY,  MAY  19, 2009 

The  Last  Day  to  Register  to  Vote  is  May  4, 2009. 

You  must  re-register  if  you  move,  change  your  name,  or  want  to  change  your  political  party. 

Your  Polling  Place  May  Have  Changed! 

The  Department  of  Elections  is  combining  polling  places  for  the 
May  19,  2009  Statewide  Special  Election.  Make  sure  to  confirm  the 
location  of  your  polling  place  before  going  to  vote. 

Become  A Permanent  Vote-By-Mail  Voter. 

When  you  become  a permanent  vote-by-mail  voter,  a ballot  will 
automatically  be  sent  to  you  before  every  election.  Voting  by 
mail  is  convenient,  easy,  and  secure. 

Visit  sfelections.org  to  download  a voter  registration  form, 
a vote-by-mail  application  or  to  confirm  the  location  of  your 
polling  place,  or  call  the  Department  of  Elections  at  (415)  554-4375. 


Department  of  Elections 

City  and  County  of  San  Francisco 
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Even  a bear  market  presents  sweet  opportunities. 


There  are  many  challenges  in  real  estate  today,  but  always  opportunities  in  our  seven 
square  mile  city.  Like  the  weather,  the  market  can  change  day  to  day,  neighborhood 
to  neighborhood.  Let  Zephyr  be  your  guide.  With  offices  throughout  the  City  and  a 
strong  network  of  financial  and  industry  experts,  we'll  keep  you  updated  on  what's 
happening  to  help  you  make  informed  decisions  about  your  unique  situation.  Don't 
let  the  headlines  sour  your  outlook.  Contact  Zephyr  today. 


Zephyr  Real  Estate. 

We're  all  about  San  Francisco. 

www.zephyrsf.com 
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ZEPHYR 

HEAL  ESTATE 


Polrero  Hill  • 415  315.0105 
South  Beaeh/SOMA  • 415.905.0250 
Noe  Valley  • 415.695.7707 
Upper  Market  • 415.552.9500 
Upper  Market/Castro  • 415.552.9500 
West  of  Twin  Peaks  • 415.731.5000 
Pacific  Heights  • 415.674.6500 


TIRE  SALE 

HANKOOK 
SUPER  VALUE 


RADIALS 


* Road  Hazard  Warranty 

* Free  Replacement  Limited  Warranty 

* 320  BC  Rated 

* FREE  TIRE  ROTATION 


Leo’s  Tire  & Brake 

2230  3rd.  Street,  San  Francisco 
Hours:  M-F  8-6 

Phone:  861-4300 


* ALIGNMENTS 

* BALANCING 

* TIRE  CHAINS 

* WHEELS 


Last  month  Swing  into  Spring,  a benefit  for  the  Friends  of  Potrero  Hill  Nursery 
School,  was  held  at  the  Potrero  Hill  Neighborhood  House.  Organized  by  the  parents 
of  the  school’s  24  families,  the  event's  main  attraction,  a silent  auction,  drew  a 
spirited  crowd,  which  enjoyed  wine  and  food  while  listening  to  the  warm  rhythms 
of  gypsy  jazz  band,  Gaucho.  The  school,  which  is  facing  a costly  move  to  a new 
location,  raised  more  than  $20,000  to  support  future  scholarships  and  operations. 


Student  Allegations 
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18th  and  19th  Streets,  caters  to  full- 
time students  who  also  hold  down 
part-time  jobs. 

Emi  Nakamura,  17,  who  has 
attended  DHS  since  August,  and  was 
featured  on  SFUSD’s  website  last 
month,  believes  that  whoever  wrote 
the  letter  didn’t  present  it  honestly 
to  those  who  signed  it.  “I  just  can’t 
understand  why  someone  would  take 
advantage  of  power  like  so!  Why 
would  someone  trick  students  into 
signing  something  they  did  not  know 
about?  I know  enough  to  say  my 
classmates  did  not  know  what  they 
were  signing.  All  they  wanted  was 
their  credits  not  to  harm  other  people.” 
Nakamura  graduated  last  month  but 
will  stay  at  DHS  until  June.  ‘‘I  love 
this  school  and  the  staff.  They  are  the 
most  supportive  group  of  [teachers!  I 
have  met  so  far.” 

“Gosh,"  said  Wong,  in  response  to 
the  letter’s  allegation  that  DHS  has  a 
"rigid”  attendance  policy.  Alvarado 
has  perfect  attendance  incentives, 
where  students  are  celebrated  for 
attending  their  classes.  Attendance 
records  are  prominently  posted  in 
the  hallway.  According  to  Nuval, 
these  strategies  have  resulted  in  a 
"huge  improvement”  in  attendance 
However,  Elizabeth  Nabbit,  whose  son 
recently  turned  18  and  is  in  his  final 
year  at  DHS,  pointed  to  problems  with 
the  school’s  attendance  records.  Twice 
now  her  son  has  noticed  that  he’s  been 
marked  absent  on  days  when  he  was 
present.  “When  he’s  marked  absent  it 
affects  his  credits.  This  is  his  last  year. 
I know  my  son  is  counting  on  those 
grades.  And  shouldn’t  the  teachers' 
records  match  the  ones  in  the  office? 
They  should.  The  teachers  know  he’s 


been  there.  I'm  sure  there’s  more.  I’m 
only  concerned  about  my  son,  but  it’s 
not  fair  to  the  other  children,”  she 
said. 

Alvarado  is  in  his  second  year  at 
DHS,  but  has  been  working  in  San 
Francisco  schools  - mostly  located  in 
the  Mission  District  - for  the  past  12 
years,  including  a two-  year  stint  as 
John  O’Connell  High  School’s  assistant 
principal.  "It’s  challenging  that  there’s 
an  adult  who  used  students  to  harm 
me.  I’m  a principal;  attacks  against  me 
are  normal.  What  I'm  upset  about  are 
the  lies  in  the  letter,” he  said.  Alvarado 
acknowledged  that  the  letter  made 
some  fair  points,  particularly  related 
to  Spanish  language  challenges.  “It’s 
true  we  should  have  more  translations. 
We’re  working  on  this.  It’s  a resource 
issue.”  Alvarado  paused.  “We’re 
working  hard  to  meet  the  needs  of 
the  students.  What’s  happening  in  the 
classroom  is  amazing.  That’s  what 
needs  to  hit  the  Board!  Am  I strict? 
Yes.  Absolutely.  I’m  raising  the  bar 
and  they’re  rising  to  the  next  level  to 
meet  it.” 

"The  really  upsetting  thing  is  that 
there’s  a lot  of  inaccuracy”in  the  letter, 
said  Wong.  For  example,  Alvarado 
speaks  Spanish,  though,  according 
to  Nuval,  two-thirds  of  the  school's 
students  are  not  Spanish  speakers. 
DHS  tries  to  ensure  that  at  least  one 
staff  member  can  speak  all  of  the 
languages  represented  by  the  families 
involved  with  their  school,  including 
Tagolic,  Samoian,  and  Spanish. 

There  will  be  “no  repercussions” 
for  the  students  who  signed  the  letter, 
according  to  Wong."  We  just  wanted  to 
make  sure  they  understood  what  they 
signed  and  what  it  meant.”  The  staff 
plan  to  draft  a formal  response,  which 
will  support  the  school’s  students  and 
address  the  letter’s  misconceptions. 
“We’re  trying  to  make  the  school 
shine,”  said  Nuval. 


7 back  the  family 
insurance  I sell 
with  good  neighbor 
service.  Call  me.  ” 


Like  a 

Good  Neighbor 
State  Farm 
Is  There 


LINDA  K.  WILLIAMS 
1536  20th  Street 
648-1155 

email:  linda@lindawilliams.us 
website:  www.lindawilliams.us 
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April  1 

Community:  The  Butterfly  Effect 
Fundraiser  Party 

Join  Project  One  in  supporting  women 
in  the  Democratic  Republic  of  Congo 
and  Uganda  at  this  eclectic  evening  of 
art,  food,  fashion  and  music.  The  event 
benefits  two  amazing  organizations: 
V-Day  and  One  Mama.  In  the 
Democratic  Republic  of  Congo,  V-Day 
partners  with  women’s  organizations 
which  are  working  to  end  violence 
against  women  and  girls.  One  Mama 
ties  Uganda’s  communities  together 
through  sustainable  health,  family,  and 
financial  education  to  help  overcome 
poverty.  Food  provided  by  Radio  Africa 
& Kitchen;  live  music  by  Bay  Area 
Acoustic  Soul  Songstress  NKECHI.  6 
p.m.  to  12  a.m.  $20  for  one  guest;  $35 
for  two.  Project  One,  251  Rhode  Island 
Street,  between  15th  and  16th  streets 
For  more  information:  www.plsf.com. 

April  1 - 18 

Art:  His  & Her:  Line  in  the  Middle. 

This  exciting  exhibition  displays 
San  Francisco’s  hotel  heiress  Laura 
Kimpton’s,  and  her  husband,  Jeff 
Schomberg’s,  unique  art  side  by  side. 
The  exhibit  charts  the  logical  evolution 
of  their  individual  artistic  styles,  talents 
and  philosophies.  Artistically,  they’ve 
grown  together  in  collaboration,  and 
now,  in  this  breakout  exhibit,  all  that 
separates  their  art  is  a thin  Line  in  the 
Middle.  Project  One,  251  Rhode  Island 
Street. 

April  3-5 

Theater:  Does  This  Piano  Make  My 
Ass  Look  Big? 

San  Francisco's  own  Kitten  on  the  Keys, 
also  known  as  Suzanne  Ramsey,  is  a 
frisky  one  ma’am  band.  Her  new  one 
woman  musical  follows  the  hi-jinks  of 
a dorky  suburban  girl  who  is  insecure, 
addicted,  and  socially  impaired.  Her 
life  changes  for  the  better  with  the 
discovery  of  punk  rock  and  a burlesque 
rock  and  roll  lifestyle.  Kitten  on  the 
Keys  is  a little  Judy  Tenuta,  Mae  West, 
and  a dash  of  Shirley  Temple  optimism 
rolled  into  one  perky  package.  Ramsey 
writes  her  own  material,  and  plays  the 
piano,  accordion,  and  ukulele.  The 
show  is  co-directed  by  Dwyane  Calizo. 
For  adults  over  18  years  old.  Friday  and 
Saturday  at  8 p.m.;  Sunday  at  2 p.m. 
$15  and  $20.  Mama  Calizo's  Voice 
Factory,  1519  Mission  Street,  between 
Van  Ness  and  11th  streets).  For  more 
information:  http://www.suzanneramsey. 
net. 

April  IO  - June  18 

Art:  Humans  Beware!  I.W.G.  Custom 
Show 

If  only  animals  could  fight  back.  Well, 
thanks  to  the  artistic  ingenuity  of  the 
Insurgents  Wilderness  Gruppo  (I.W.G), 
now  they  can.  Burnum,  the  duck- 
billed platypus  warrior  armed  with  a 
titanium  boomerang;  Titus  the  crack 
shot  bear  with  his  .308  bolt  action 
rifle;  Affonso,  the  poor  sighted  rhino 
toting  an  assault  rifle.  These  are  just 
a few  of  the  creatures  in  the  I.W.G  toy 
line,  "created  as  irreverent  commentary 
of  how  our  zoological  heritage  and 
natural  world  are  being  decimated  and 


squandered."  This  month,  more  than 
70  artists  bring  their  talents  to  a show 
customizing  I.W.G  blanks.  A portion  of 
I.W.G.  revenues  is  donated  to  charities 
protecting  earth’s  ecosystem,  including 
the  Gorilla  Foundation,  the  International 
Rhino  Foundation,  and  the  World 
Wildlife  Fund.  Opening  reception  April 
10th  from  6 p.m.  to  10  p.m.  Free. 
Rocketworld,  660  22nd  Street,  at  Third 
Street. 

April  13 

Music  & Dance:  Tangonera 

Join  the  tango  stylings  of  Tangonera,  a 
new  Argentinian  band  in  San  Francisco, 
for  an  evening  of  Milonga  and  La 
Cumparsita.  Tangonera  specializes  in 
classic  tango,  fusing  intense  passion 
with  quiet  tenderness,  alternating 
sharp  percussive  rhythms  with  slow 
nostalgic  melodies.  Come  early  for  a 
special  tango  dance  lesson!  Dance 
lesson  begins  at  8 p.m.;  music  from  9 
p.m.  to  midnight.  $15.  The  Slovenian 
Hall,  2101  Mariposa  Street  at  Vermont 
Street.  For  more  information:  www. 
tangonero.com. 

April  14 

Neighborhood  History:  How  Eureka 
Valley  became  the  Castro 

Join  Potrero  Hill  resident  Jim  Van 
Buskirk  for  an  exploration  of  Eureka 
Valley’s  not  so  distant  past  through 
a slide  show  of  historical  images  and 
the  reminiscences  of  three  renowned 
storytellers:  playwright  and  director 
Allen  Sawyer,  manager  of  the  iconic 
Castro  Theatre  in  the  late  1970s; 
Reverend  Jim  Mitulski,  pastor  of  the 
Metropolitan  Community  Church  during 
the  height  of  the  AIDS  epidemic;  and 
Sande  Leigh,  principal  of  the  Harvey 
Milk  Civil  Rights  Academy  for  the 
past  20  years.  The  event  is  produced 
by  the  San  Francisco  Museum  and 
Historical  Society;  cosponsored  by 
the  San  Francisco  History  Center 
at  San  Francisco  Public  Library,  the 
GLBT  Historical  Society  and  the  LGBT 
Community  Center.  7 p.m.  Free. 
Metropolitan  Community  Church,  150 
Eureka  Street,  between  18th  and  19th 
streets. 

April  25 

Community:  Africa  Rising 

Africa's  rich  cultural  heritage  has 
produced  some  of  the  world's  most 
flavorful  food,  rhythmic  music,  and 
vibrant  art.  Come  sample  a bit  of 
Africa  at  Africa  Rising,  an  event  that 
combines  food,  music,  ^rt,  and  fashion, 
all  with  an  African  theme.  The  evening 
will  feature  cuisine  by  Ethiopian 
chef  Eskender  Aseged,  live  Afro-soul 
by  Nigerian  musician  Siji,  plus  DJs 
Jeremiah  (Liberia)  and  Rich  Medina 
(New  York/Philadelphia),  spinning 
Afrobeat,  Soukous,  and  other  Diasporan 
musical  goodies.  David  Timehin  will 
debut  his  new  African-inspired  fashion 
designs  and  the  world  premiere  of  the 
video  of  Black  President,  the  Obama- 
inspired  lead  single  and  title  track  of 
the  upcoming  album  by  Sila  and  the 
Afrofunk  Experience.  9 p.m.  to  2 a.m. 
$20.  Project  One,  251  Rhode  Island 
Street,  between  15th  and  16th  streets. 
For  more  information:  www.plsf.com. 


April  26 

Family:  19th  Annual  Pacific  Coast 
Dream  Machines  Show 

Take  a drive  to  Half  Moon  Bay  for  a 
spectacular  showcase  of  motorized 
mechanical  marvels  from  throughout 
the  20th  and  21st  centuries.  Check- 
out more  than  2,000  ultra  cool 
antique,  vintage,  classic,  custom  and 
exotic  displays,  including  hot  rods, 
low  riders,  imports,  street  machines, 
muscle  cars,  fanciful  touring,  luxury, 
and  sports  cars,  vintage  warbirds, 
homebuilt  aircraft,  tricked-out  trucks 
and  motorcycles,  one-of-a-kind  gas  and 
steam-powered  engines  and  tractors, 
helicopter  and  bi-plane  rides,  kinetic 
art,  rolling  sculptures,  extreme  toys, 
mega-modified  machines,  a special 
display  of  green  technology/alternative 
fuel  vehicles,  a thrilling  monster  truck 
freestyle  exhibition,  unicycle  drag 
racing,  kid's  amusements,  food,  and 
live  music.  10  a.m.  to  4 p.m.  $20 
adults;  $10  ages  11-17;  free  for  65+, 
and  kids  age  10  and  under.  Half 
Moon  Bay  Airport,  Highway.  One,  five 
miles  north  of  Highway  92.  For  more 
information:  650.726.2328  or  www.m 
iramarevents.com. 

May  2 

Family:  Na  Lei  Hulu  I Ka  Wekiu 
Hawaiian  Dance 

Ne  Lei  Hulu  I Ka  Wekiu,  Patrick 
Makuakane’s  dynamic  Hawaiian 
dance  company,  presents  a program  of 
visually  captivating  hula.  In  its  only  full- 
length  San  Francisco  performance  this 
year,  the  company  will  feature  a rich 
blend  of  traditional  and  contemporary 
forms  of  hula,  showcasing  a delightful 
combination  of  signature  pieces  and 
audience  favorites  in  the  hula  kahiko, 
hula  ‘auana,  and  hula  mua  styles. 
Performances  are  given  in  a talk-story 
format  that  incorporates  narration  and 


dance,  providing  a rich  cultural  context. 
Noon.  Free.  Yerba  Buena  Gardens 
Festival,  Mission  Street  between  3rd 
and  4th  streets.  For  more  information: 
www.ybgf.org. 

May  8-9 

Dance:  peck  peck  dance  ensemble 

The  peck  peck  dance  ensemble 
celebrates  seventh  annual  season  with 
new  works  by  co-director/creators  Sean 
McMahon  and  Sarah  Sass.  Come  see 
peck  peck's  usual  humor,  in  an  evening 
of  intelligent  dance,  incorporating  props 
and  video.  Guest  work  from  other 
choreographers  and  company  members 
will  also  be  presented.  8 p.m.  $13 
members;  $18  non-members. 
CounterPULSE,  1310  Mission  Street, 
near  9th  Street.  For  more  information: 
www.counterpulse.org. 

May  9 

Community:  Jose  Ortega’s  Dance  Party 

Join  Jose  Ortega  Elementary  school 
supporters  for  their  first-ever  dance 
party!  Groove  to  80s  and  disco  music 
spun  by  the  Crackerjack  DJs,  enjoy 
spectacular  views  of  the  KFOG  Kaboom 
fireworks,  sample  tasty  bites  prepared 
by  chef  W.P  Teasley  (Incanto),  and 
sip  wine  and  beer  while  bidding  on 
fabulous  auction  items,  including  a 
Pixar  tour,  hotel  stays,  and  a Fisher 
Art  Collection  tour.  Proceeds  support 
the  school's  computer  lab,  art  and 
science  programs.  7 p.m.  to  11  p.m. 
$15  - $20  sliding  scale.  Potrero  Hill 
Neighborhood  House,  953  De  Haro 
Street.  For  more  information:  auction. 
joseortegaschool.org. 


Please  join  us  in  celebrating  our  1 5 year  Anniversary  with  Art  Explosion  Open 
Studios  2009.  There  will  be  many  fabulous  works  of  art  and  jewelry  by  over  100 
artists  on  display.  It  will  be  an  exceptional  opportunity  to  add  to  your  collection 
and  visit  your  favorite  artists.  We  will  be  having  a preview  Thursday  night 
from  5-8pm  which  is  a good  time  to  stop  by  after  work  and  get  the  first  look. 
Friday  will  be  our  big  opening  reception  from  7-1 1 pm  with  free  admission  and 
refreshments.  Saturday  and  Sunday  we  will  have  our  open  studios  from  1 2-5pm 


Preview  Thursday  April  23rd  5-8pm 

Opening  Reception  Friday  April  24th  7-1 1pm 
Open  Studios  Sat  & Sun  April  25th  & 26th  1 2-5pm 


1 2425  17th  St  @ Potrero  : 744  Alabama  St  @ 19th  : 2345  Harrison  @ 19th 


www.artexplosionstudios.com 
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Then  & Now: 
Potrero  Hill,  by 
Peter  Linenthal 
and  Abigail 
Johnston,  will 
be  published 
this  month  by 
Arcadia.  Look  for 
it  at  Christopher’s 
Books,  The  Good 
Life  Grocery,  and 
other  fine  venues 
around  town. 


CALIFORNIA  BACH  SOCIETY  paul  flight,  artistic  director 


FROM  TALUS  TO  TAVENER 


Three  hundred  years  of  British  choral  music  from 
Tallis  and  Byrd  to  Holst,Tavener.  and  Finzi 

FRIDAY.  MAY  I.  8PM.  SAN  FRANCISCO 
ST  GREGORY  Of  NYSSA  EPISCOPAL  CHURCH 
500  DE  HARO  AT  MARIPOSA 

415-262-0272 

www.calbach.org 

ADVANCE  $25.  $18.  $10 
DOOR  $30.  $22.  $10 


P 


YOUR  LOCAL  ASSOCIATION  OF  NEIGHBORHOOD  MERCHANTS  AND  BUSINESSES 
BUILDING  A VITAL,  THRIVING  BUSINESS  COMMUNITY  IN 
POTRERO  HILL  AND  DOGPATCH. 


Yield  Wine  Bar  Mixer 


VieldiJ.com  February  23,  2009 


Don't  miss  our  April  Mixer  at  Anchor  Steam  Brewery 


PHAMB  welcomes  the  following 

new  members: 

Acupuncture  Kitchen 

Caylie  See 

acupuncturekitchen.com 

Bell  and  Trunk  Flowers 

Vanessa  Blyth  Marlin 

bellandtrunk.com 

Therapeutic  Massage 

Camille  Gregoire 

Edward  Jones 

Jordan  Hausch 

EdwardJones.com 

Expanding  Qi  Health  Center 

Anne  Angelone 

expandingqi.com 

Eyes  on  You  Optometry 

Vincent  DagronOD 

eyesonyouoptometry.com 

Immersa  Marketing 

Andrea  Jensen 

immersamarketing.com 

Le  Sanctuaire 

Greg  Goodwin 

lesanctuaire.com 

Recess  Urban  Recreation 

Kristin  Jamieson 

recessurbanrecreation  com 

Remaincom  Technical  Support 

Stewart  McKenzie 

remaincom.net 

Roman  Ruby  Botanicals 

Jeanne  Ellenby 

The  House  Doctor 

Justin  C.K.  Davis  M.D. 

TheHouseDoctor.com 

Join  us  for  our  monthly  general  membership  meeting: 
2nd  Tuesday;  10:00  AM  at  Goat  Hill  Pizza 
Next  meeting:  April  14,  2009 


www.PotreroHill.biz 

1459  1 8th  Street,  # 1 05,  SF,  CA  94107  * phone:  4 1 5.34 1 .8949 


GreenTrust 
SF  Seeks 
Input  on  22nd 
Street  Design 

By  Stephen  Antonaros 

GreenTrust  SF-Central 
Waterfront,  which  was  founded 
in  2007  to  help  guide  the  creation 
of  new  open  space  and  greening 
projects  throughout  the  Central 
Waterfront,  is  planning  street  greening 
improvements  along  22nd  Street, 
from  Third  to  Pennsylvania  streets. 
The  initial  effort  is  being  funded  by 
the  Eastern  Neighborhoods  Public 
Benefits  Trust  Fund  and  the  University 
of  California,  San  Francisco. 

At  a community  meeting  held  last 
year,  almost  two  dozen  Dogpatch  and 
Potrero  Hill  residents  brainstormed 
about  possible  street  improvements. 
Ideas  included  renovating  the  22nd 
Street  Muni  mini-park,  by  planting 
a new  garden  area  and  installing  an 
outdoor  pizza/bread  oven;  adding 
sidewalk  bulb-outs  at  the  corner 
of  22nd  and  Tennessee,  at  22nd 
and  Minnesota  streets,  and  next 
to  the  mini-park;  installing  new 
lighting  under  the  Caltrain  overpass; 
and  planting  trees,  landscaping 
and  permeable  paving  along  22nd 
Street.  GreenTrust  is  now  looking  for 
Dogpatch  and  Potrero  Hill  designers 
with  experience  in  streetscape 
planning,  or  community  organizers 
interested  in  working  on  the  street 
plan,  before  sending  out  requests  for 
consultants  outside  the  community  to 
help  complete  a design  plan. 

On  April  7 at  7 p.m.,  GreenTrust 
will  hold  its  annual  meeting  at  2298 
Third  Street,  corner  of  20th  street,  to 
discuss  the  22nd  Street  project  and  to 
elect  its  2009  Board  of  Directors.  See 
www.gtsfcw.org  for  details. 


Short  Cuts 

Continued  from  Page  4 

and  air  condition  systems.  The  30 
percent  credit,  with  no  upper  limit, 
is  also  available  for  solar  panels  and 
water  heaters.  The  tax  incentive  is 
available  from  now  until  the  end 
of  2010.  If  you  still  have  money  in 
your  pocket,  there’s  no  better  time  to 
replace  those  drafty  windows... And 
apropos  of  the  Stimulus  Package,  state 
and  local  agencies  are  in  the  whip- 
saw position  of  sporting  significant 
budgets  deficits  for  most  of  their 
programs,  while  gobs  of  money  are 
being  stuffed  down  the  throats  of 
others.  One  example:  the  California 
Department  of  Community  Services, 
which  provides  energy  assistance 
programs  to  low-income  families,  had 
a 2008  budget  of  $108.5  million.  This 
year,  federal  dollars  have  ballooned  it 
to  $451.4  million.  Vice  President  Joe 
Biden  may  be  threatening  to  audit 
every  case  in  which  Stimulus  funds 
are  abused,  but  quadrupling  modest- 
sized agencies’  budgets  in  a single 
year  fairly  begs  for  leakage... 

Unedited  View 

A View  reader  sent  an  anonymous 
letter  begging  the  paper  to  obtain 
the  services  of  a proofreader. 
The  unidentified  correspondent 
accurately  pointed  out  that  in  its 
March  issue  the  View  used  “who’s" 
instead  of  “whose”  in  a front  page 
headline;  “have”  instead  of  “has” 
in  a page  one  article;  and  featured 
multiple  questionable  applications 
of  hyphens  throughout  the  paper. 
The  View’s  current  proofreaders,  who 
principally  consist  of  the  publisher 
and  his  wife,  do  their  best  to  police  the 
paper’s  pages  without  compensation, 
usually  on  weekends,  and  find  each 
post-publication  mistake  painful. 
The  View  would  welcome  similar 
volunteers  who  are  willing  to  give 
their  time  in  the  service  of  a more 
perfect  paper.  Contact  us  at  editor@ 
potreroview.net. 


Let  Claudia  give  you 
a new  perspective 
on  real  estate. 


The  market  may  have  changed,  but  Claudia  Siegel's  keen  perspective 
on  San  Francisco  real  estate  is  as  sharp  as  ever 

Opportunities  abound  in  this  new  marketplace;  no  matter  what  your 
goals,  she'll  work  to  make  your  transaction  a successful  one.  As  an 
expert  negotiator  and  well-connected  Bay  Area  native,  Claudia  will 
find  the  perfect  home  for  your  family  and  work  tirelessly  to  ensure  that 
you  get  the  best  deal  possible. 

Let  Claudia  give  you  a new  outlook  on  the  market;  call  her  today. 


Claudia  Siegel 

REALTOR" 

41 5.905.0250  ext  143 

ClaudioSiegel@zephyrsf.com 

www.ClaudlaSiegel.com 
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Drought 

Continued  from  Page  1 0 

installed  a hot  water  recirculation 
system,  which  pumps  water  that 
isn’t  hot  enough  back  into  the  cold 
water  line,  keeping  it  out  of  the  sewer 
system  and  preserving  it  for  use  as 
cold  water.  Besides  saving  thousands 
of  gallons  of  water  each  year,  Liles's 
system,  which  cost  a few  hundred 
dollars  and  took  a couple  of  hours 
for  him  to  install,  provides  nearly 
instantaneous  hot  water,  eliminating 
time  spent  shivering  naked  in  the 
shower  stall,  waiting  for  the  water 
to  heat  up. 

“I’m  very  aware  of  the  drought 
issue,  but  I do  love  long  showers,” 
admitted  Nina  Thorsen,  who  has 
worked  on  Potrero  Hill  for  17  years. 
Thorsen  employs  a manual  system  to 
make  double  use  of  her  shower  water. 
She  collects  the  water  coming  out  of 
the  faucet  as  it  heats  up  and  uses  it 
to  water  plants  or  flush  the  toilet.  She 
also  keeps  containers  in  the  shower 
while  she  washes  herself,  and  then  re- 
uses that  water  -“It's  basically  clean, 
with  just  a little  soap  or  shampoo  in 
it”  - to  wash  her  floors.  She  pointed 
to  a basic  renters’  dilemma:  “I  live 


in  an  apartment,  so  I don’t  have  a 
whole  lot  of  control  over  water  used 
for  landscaping  purposes,”  she  said. 
Thorsen ’s  former  landlady  required 
her  to  water  the  yard  of  her  rental 
four  times  per  week.  "I  printed  out 
information  and  tried  to  educate  her 
about  drought-resistant  plantings,” 
she  explained,  but  her  efforts  were 
unsuccessful,  and  she  eventually 
moved  out. “I’ve  suggested  installing 
low-flow  toilets  and  showerheads, 
but  I’ve  found  that  the  people  I’ve 
rented  from  aren’t  really  responsive 
to  those  ideas.” 

“We  don't  flush  as  often,"  said 
Jon  Gatto,  who  has  lived  on  De  Haro 
Street  since  1996.  "And  our  downstairs 
toilet  runs  until  it  gets  punched;  we’re 
planning  to  get  that  fixed."  Replacing 
toilets  is  a significant  water-saving 
measure:  toilets  are  the  biggest 
indoor  consumer  of  residential  water, 
accounting  for  eighteen  and  a half 
gallons  of  water  per  person  per  day. 

San  Francisco  Community  Power, 
with  funding  from  San  Francisco 
Public  Utility  Commission,  is  offering 
low-income  families  and  small 
businesses  free  installation  of  high 
efficiency  toilets  to  replace  pre-1992 
models.  See  www.sfpower.org  for 
details. 


TERMITE  REPAIR  FOUNDATION  BOLTING  SEISMIC  ENGINEERING 


Serving  San  Francisco  Neighborhoods  For  20  years 


415  282  5406 

CSL  888938 

Licensed  Bonded  Insured 


Celebrate  Easter  Day  with  us! 

Sunday,  April  12 

1 0:1 5 a.m. 

Worship  with  Choir  (childcare  provided) 

11:15  a.m. 

Festive  Reception  & 

Easter  Egg  FHunt  in  the  Garden 

12:30  p.m. 

Misa  en  Espanol 


*1 


St.  John  the  Evangelist  Episcopal  Church  & 
Iglesia  Episcopal  del  Buen  Samaritano 

Diverse  People,  Inquiring  Minds,  Open  Hearts 
1661  Fifteenth  Street  (at  Julian  Street) 

One  block  north  of  1 6th  & Mission  BART 
415-861-1436 
www.saintjohnsf.org 

St.  John's  is  an  LGBT  and  family-welcoming  faith  community. 


Lia  Hillman,  Potrero  Branch  Manager 

Jasmin  Springer,  Mission  Bay  Branch  Children’s  Librarian 


Interim  Services  during  Potrero  Branch  Closure 


Bookmobile  service  will  be  provided  on  Tuesdays  from  2:30  to  5 p.m.,  and 
Thursdays  from  10  a.m.  to  12:30  p.m.,  on  the  north  side  of  1502  Mariposa 
Street,  adjacent  to  the  Jackson  Park  Recreation  Center  building.  Services 
include  borrowing,  returning,  reserving  and  picking  up  materials,  and 
obtaining  or  renewing  a library  card. 

Storytime  for  children,  from  birth  to  five  years  old.  will  be  offered  at  10:30 
a.m.  on  April  2,  9, 16,  23,  30  at  St.  Teresa’s  community  hall,  Connecticut  and 
19th  streets.  Enter  on  Connecticut  Street. 


Check-out  the  Potrero  Branch  blog  at  http://potrerolibrarysfpl.blogspot.com/ 
for  updates  on  building  progress,  library  programs,  community  events,  and 
other  news  while  our  beloved  branch  is  being  renovated. 

Mission  Bay  Library 

The  Mission  Bay  Library  is  located  at  960  Fourth  Street,  at  Berry  Street,  near 
AT&T  Park.  The  branch  is  open  Tuesdays  and  Thursdays  10  a.m.  to  6 p.m.; 
Wednesdays  noon  to  8 p.m.;  Fridays  and  Saturdays  1 to  6 p.m.;  Sundays  1 to 
5 p.m.  The  Muni  N and  T lines  are  a block  away,  at  Fourth  and  King  Streets, 
and  street  parking  is  available  on  Channel  Street,  also  a block  away.  The 
branch  phone  number  is  355.2838  Additional  branch  information  can  be 
found  at  http://missionbaylibrary.blogspot.com. 

Mission  Bay  Library  programs: 

Baby /Toddler  Lapsits  for  ages  birth  to  three.  Thursdays,  10:15  a.m.  and 
Fridays  4 p.m.  (cancelled  April  16  and  17). 

Preschool  Storytime  for  ages  three  to  five.  Thursdays,  4:30  p.m.  (cancelled 
April  16). 

April  1,6:30  p.m.  Get  A Multiple  Subject  Teaching  Credential.  Sheila  Hansen, 
Cal  State  Teach  faculty  member,  will  provide  instructions  on  how  to  earn 
California  multiple  subject  teaching  credentials  through  online  courses. 

April  25, 4 p.m.  Family  Sing- Along  with  Chris  Molla.  Join  us  for  an  interactive 
music  and  movement  program  as  Chris  Molla  sings  folk  and  original  songs, 
accompanied  by  guitar  and  accordion.  For  children  of  all  ages. 

Potrero  Library  Campaign 

The  Potrero  Neighborhood  Library  Campaign  Committee  meets  monthly  to 
discuss  fundraising  strategies  and  progress.  If  you’d  like  to  join  the  campaign 
committee,  please  contact  Tina  Tom  at  Friends  of  the  Library  626.7512, 
extension  106;  tina.tom@friendssfpl.org. 

sFartsED^ 

summer* 

JUNE  15- JULY  31,  2009 

four  sessions!  two  sites! 

HORACE  MANN  MIDDLE  SCHOOL,  SF  www.SFArtsED.org 
SAN  BRUNO  MOUNTAIN,  BRISBANE  41  5.551  .7990 


VOTED  BEST  CURE  FOR  THE 
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Healthy  San  Francisco 

Continued  from  Page  6 

million  after  revenues  are  netted  out 
- almost  triple  the  previous  year’s  $45 
million,  when  the  program  was  just 
getting  started.  HSF’s  Brigham  says 
that  her  staff  is  paying  close  attention 
to  patient  numbers  and  how  much 
more  the  program’s  clinic  network  can 
bear.  “What  we  don’t  want  to  happen 
is  for  people  to  actually  get  enrolled 
into  the  program  and  not  be  able  to 
access  services,”  Brigham  said. 

With  the  deep  decline  in  tax 
revenues,  the  City  has  asked  the 
Department  of  Public  Health  to  trim 
$100  million  from  its  budget,  resulting 
in  layoffs,  staff  reassignments,  and 
hiring  freezes  at  SFGH.  The  Family 
Health  Center  has  lost  a nurse 
practitioner  and  is  training  a new 
set  of  clerks  after  their  old  ones  were 
reassigned  to  another  hospital  unit. 

According  to  SFGH’s  Pickens, 


the  hospital  has  the  resources  to 
manage  patient  demand,  though 
he’s  unsure  how  the  recent  program 
eligibility  expansion  will  affect  patient 
levels.  Significant  increases  in  HSF’s 
population  could  cause  problems.  "I 
would  be  concerned  if  there  were  a 
desire  to  expand  it  beyond  the  people 
that  it’s  already  expanded  to,”  Pickens 
said.  “I  don’t  think  we  would  have 
enough  resources.  I think  we  would 
need  more  then.” 

Yet  in  the  midst  of  these 
uncertainties  are  stories  that  the 
system  is  working,  said  Hammer. 
Recently  a man  who  hadn’t  seen  a 
doctor  in  years  came  into  SFGH's 
urgent  care  clinic  with  debilitating 
chest  pains.  Hospital  staff  checked 
him  out,  decided  he  didn’t  have  a heart 
attack  but  still  set  him  up  for  on-going 
care,  as  a HSF  member.  “Now  he’s  a 
patient  of  ours,”  Hammer  said.  “Now 
he  has  his  medical  home.  And  I don’t 
think  that  would  have  happened 
before.” 


Real  Estate  Market 

Continued  from  Front  Page 

- during  which  she  represented  two 
distressed  properties  - highlight  the 
neighborhood’s  enduring  desirability. 
Lee  also  noted  that  current  price 
declines  are  indicators  of  the  last 
decade’s  high  flying  market.  Now, 
with  fewer  properties  on  the  market 
than  years  prior,  prices  are  muffled 
and  homes  are  selling  closer  to  their 
true  value.  “We’re  pricing  things 
closer  to  what  we  think  they  will 
sell.  Whereas  marketing  techniques 
traditionally  price  a bit  below  the 
market  [to  generate  competition], 
current  techniques  aim  for  creating 
closer-to-value  prices,”  said  Lee. 

According  to  Stephens,  buyers’ 
environmental  concerns  are  playing 
a larger  role  in  their  real  estate 
purchasing  decisions,  particularly 
related  to  a property’s  proximity 
to  mass  transit  and  neighborhood 
services.  Since  Potrero  Hill  offers 
environmentally  friendly  commute 
options,  including  quick  access  to 
Caltrains  and  the  Third  Street  Muni 
line,  the  neighborhood  is  attracting 


buyers  who  want  to  reduce  their 
carbon  footprint. 

Bradford,  Lace,  Lee,  and  Oik  all 
noted  that  the  current  market  in  part 
reflected  the  normal  ebb-and-flow 
that's  inherent  to  real  estate,  in  which 
sales  typically  slow  during  winter 
months  and  pick-up  in  the  spring.  In 
any  economic  climate,  according  to 
Lace,  the  bottom  line  is  the  “seller’s 
motivation  and  the  price  you  put 
on  it.”  While  the  adage  “location, 
location,  location”  holds  true,  and 
Potrero  Hill’s  North  slope  remains 
the  community’s  hot  spot  in  real 
estate,  sellers  need  to  be  realistic  in 
their  pricing  no  matter  their  location, 
since  buyers  are  more  cautious  about 
getting  their  monies’  worth.  “You 
have  to  price  to  the  market  now,  and 
you’ll  be  fine ,”said  Oik. 

Although  the  market  may  not 
change  much  before  the  end  of  the 
year,  real  estate  experts  are  hopeful 
that  2009  will  present  tremendous 
opportunities  to  buyers.  Bradford 
emphasized  that  “now  is  the  time” 
to  enter  the  housing  market.  The 
economic  stimulus  package  provides 
additional  tax  credits  for  first-time 
buyers  - those  who  haven’t  bought 
property  over  the  last  three  years 
- interest  rates  and  prices  are  low. 
"San  Francisco  is  a different  animal,” 
Oik  stated.  “We  will  recover  quicker 
than  the  rest  of  the  country.  The 
recovery  will  come  along  fine,  but 
the  opportunity  won’t  be  what  it  is 
right  now.” 


REBUILD  POTRERO 

Planning  for  the  rebuilding  of  Potrero  Terrace  & Annex 

DESIGN  OF3 


&BB  Q 


WHEN 

Saturday  May  2nd,  2009 
10:00  a.m.  to  4:00  p.m. 

WHERE 

Starr  King  Elementary 
1215  Carolina  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94107 


Look  for  a full  schedule  of  events  to  be 
posted  online  at  www.rebulldpotrero.com 
or  on  neighborhood  flyers. 

Contact  potrero@bridgehouslng.com  or 
415.321.4011  with  questions  or  to 
request  more  information  about  the 
event. 
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6:10pm 

And  I'm  Home 


New  Reduced 
Price! 


Your  San  Francisco  Home.  Your  Life. 


• Private  SF  Bay  location  steps  from  the  Candlestick  Point 
Recreation  Area 

• Spacious  floorplans  with  2 - 4 bedrooms  and  two-car  garages 

• Easy  access  to  Hwy.  101 , 1-280,  BART,  MUNI  and  Caltrain 

• Plus,  save  up  to  $1  8,000  with  the  Homebuyers  Tax  Credit.’ 
Visit  www.SigTaxCredit.com 


building^^green 


S[GN£TUR£ 

UllUiUlJjO 

n Tradition  m Homebuilding 


Priced  from  the 

$490,000s 

Models  Open 

Mon  1 - 6,  Thurs  - Sun  10-6 
415.330.9046 
101  Executive  Park  Blvd 

San  Francisco 


www.CandlestickCove.com 


‘Tax  credits  subject  lo  change  and  is  based  on  applicable  lax  laws,  qualifications  and  regulations  Certain  terms  and  conditions  may  apply.  Square  footage  is  approximate 
Prices  and  specifications  subject  to  change  without  notice.  Please  see  Sales  Counselor  for  complete  details 
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Going  to  War 


By  Dave  Matsuda 

Like  most  large  bureaucracies, 
the  US  military  consists  of  two  very 
different  emotional  and  intellectual 
spaces.  One  space  is  occupied  by 
people.  In  this  kinder,  friendlier  army 
individuals  offer  help,  and  are  helped, 
based  on  good  will  and  personal 
relationships.  In  this  “small  army” 
people  work  together  to  get  things 
done.  Then  there’s  the  “big  army,” 
which  consists  of  a complex  web 
of  rules  and  institutional  behavior. 
There  are  no  personal  relationships. 

Traveling  between  these  two  spaces 
is  like  swimming  in  a pool  composed 
of  water  and  tar.  Unsuspecting 
swimmers  glide  effortlessly  through 
the  small  army  space  until  they  pass 
the  big  army’s  unmarked  boundary, 
when,  without  warning,  they  confront 
a dense  sea  filled  with  a million  tiny 
regulations. 

Preparation  for  deployment  is 
squarely  in  big  army  territory.  To  be 
deployed  a series  of  online  training 
courses  must  be  passed,  with  a 
certificate  printed  out  as  proof  that 
each  requirement  has  been  fulfilled. 
These  certificates  are  the  big  army’s 
coin  of  the  realm;  without  them 
there’s  no  forward  movement.  But 
obtaining  them  is  continually  foiled 
by  ill-conceived  programs  that  won’t 
print  out  certificates  of  completion, 
even  after  hours  of  stepping  through 
the  required  modules.  And  there’s  no 
ability  to  save  finished  tests  so  that 
you  can  pickup  where  you  left  off 
after  the  glitches  have  been  repaired, 
or  to  prove  that  you,  in  good  faith, 
have  “tried  but  were  denied.” 

Once  all  of  the  certificates  have 
been  wrested  out  of  their  metaphorical 
and  real  machines,  they  must  be 
taken  to  a processing  facility,  where 
the  lines  to  the  counter  make  the 
Department  of  Motor  Vehicles  look 
like  first  class  service,  to  stand 
before  a clerk,  who,  without  a hint 
of  empathy,  states:  new  rules  and 
regulations  have  determined  that  you 
completed  an  un-updated  version  of 
the  course,  or,  that  you  must  take  the 
test  again  because  a new  calendar 
now  holds  precedent  and  no  longer 
recognizes  the  time  frame  within 
which  you  were  certificated.  Please 
restart  the  process  and  complete 
all  online  courses  at  your  earliest 
convenience  or  you  will  be  denied 
deployment. 

I made  it  past  this  bureaucratic 
spanking  machine,  and  will  return 


to  an  Iraq  much  changed.  A newly 
elected  U.S.  Administration  has 
established  a withdrawal  deadline, 
and  promised  to  abide  by  a Status 
of  Forces  Agreement  that  gives  the 
Government  of  Iraq  and  the  Iraqi 
Security  Forces  jurisdiction  over 
American  diplomats,  military  service 
members,  and  civilian  contractors. 

The  State  Department's  civilian 
surge  signals  an  end  to  the  primacy 
of  military  operations,  and  ushers 
in  a new  diplomatic  phase  in  Iraqi- 
American  relations.  Joint  Iraqi  and 
American  committees  now  work 
together  to  institutionalize  a re’al 
politic  somewhere  between  strongman 
rule  and  representative  government. 
The  United  Nations  is  working  with 
the  Iraqi  government  to  create  jobs, 
payroll  protocols  and  a banking 
system.  The  Iraqi  government  sits 
on  a sizable  cash  reserve,  and  has 
demonstrated  a cautious  maturity  in 
dispensing  money,  as  it  hopes  to  avoid 
the  kind  of  external  corruption  and 
waste  that  plagued  many  American 
projects. 

Over  the  next  year  the  U.S. 
military  will  draw  down  to  somewhere 
between  30,000  and  50,000  troops. 
These  forces  will  be  renamed  advisors 
and  trainers,  but  semantics  aside, 
they  will  help  defend  the  Iraqi 
government,  security  forces  and 
civilian  population  from  internal 
and  external  threats.  As  they  are 
not  technically  combat  troops, 
these  advisors  and  trainers  are  not 
subject  to  agreed  upon  withdrawal 
timelines. 

And  so  I return  to  post-conflict 
Iraq,  an  emerging  nation  state 
wrangling  over  power  sharing, 
hydrocarbon  revenue  distribution, 
and  ethno-sectarian  ideologies.  As 
cultural  advisor  it’s  my  job  to  aid 
the  commanding  general  of  Multi- 
National  Corps,  Iraqs  decision  making 
process.  I work  to  do  so  in  a country 
where  cross-cultural  understanding 
is  paramount,  non-lethal  operational 
cultural  knowledge  is  the  foundation 
of  future  Iraqi-American  relations, 
the  end  state  is  dependent  on  helping 
Iraqis  achieve  what  they  want  for 
themselves,  and  where  knowing  your 
ally  is  now  more  important  than 
knowing  your  enemy. 

Long  time  Hill  resident,  Dave 
Matsuda,  known  as  “Doc,"  left  for  his 
second  Iraqi  deployment  on  Saturday 
March  21,  2009.  You  can  reach  him 
at  druncledave@comcast.net. 


Open  Adoption 


Pregnant?  Adopting? 


• You  choose  the  parents 

• Help  with  pregnancy 
expenses 

• No  fees  for  birth  mom 


Susan  Romer,  PhD 

Attorney  at  Law 


• Infants  & Toddlers 

• Step  Parent 

• Domestic  Partner 

• International  Re-adopt 

Office  in  Noe  Valley 
1191  Church  Street 
San  Francisco 


Law  Offices  of  Adams  & Romer 

Practice  Limited  to  Adoption 

1-800-U-ADOPT-US  (1-800-823-6788)  • www.l-800-U-ADOPT-US.com 


Dogpatch  Neighborhood  Association  usually  meets  the  second  Tuesday  of 
each  even-numbered  month.  The  next  meeting  is  April  14th,  at  Sundance 
Coffee  on  Third  Street  at  20th  Street  from  7 to  9 p.m. 


Potrero  Boosters  meets  the  last  Tuesday  of  each  month  at  7 p.m.  (social  time 
begins  at  6:30  p.m.)  in  the  wheelchair-accessible  Game  Room  of  the  Potrero 
Hill  Neighborhood  House,  953  DeHaro  Street.  For  more  information,  visit 
www.potreroboosters.org  or  contact  President  Tony  Kelly  at  341.8040  or 
president@potreroboosters.org.  Next  meeting:  April  28th,  7 p.m. 

Potrero  Hill  Association  of  Merchants  & Businesses  (PHAMB)  meets  the 
second  Tuesday  of  each  month  at  10  a.m.  at  Goat  Hill  Pizza,  corner  of 
Connecticut  and  18th  streets.  Visit  www.potrerohill.biz  or  call  341.8949. 
Next  meeting:  April  14th,  10  a.m. 


Bayview  Police  Station  Captain’s  Community  Meeting  is  held  on  the  first 
Tuesday  of  each  month  in  the  Bayview  Police  Station  Community  Room  at 
201  William  Street.  Access  can  be  gained  by  entering  through  the  Newhall 
Street  door.  Next  meeting:  April  7th,  6 p.m. 

Potrero  Hill  Democratic  Club  meets  the  First  Tuesday  of  each  month  at 
7 p.m.  at  the  Potrero  Hill  Neighborhood  House.  953  DeHaro  St.  For  more 
information,  call  648.6740,  www. PHDemClub.org.  Next  Meeting:  April 
7th,  7pm. 


Potrero  Hill  Garden  Club  usually  meets  the  last  Sunday  of  the  month 
at  11  a.m.  for  a potluck  lunch  in  a local  home  or  garden.  Discussions 
are  held  on  subjects  related  to  organic,  edible,  or  ornamental  gardening 
appropriate  for  Potrero  Hill’s  microclimate.  Call  648.1926  for  details. 


Don’t  Want  to  Move  a Muscle? 

Have  the  View  delivered  to  your  home 
Just  $36  a year 

Call  us  at  415.626.8723  for  a subscription. 

Or  mail  your  check,  with  complete  address  information 
To  2325  Third  Street,  Suite  344,  San  FYancisco  94107 


San  Francisco 
Auto  Repair  Center 

(415)  285-8588 


OPEN  7 DAYS  A WEEK 

Smog  Check  & Repair  Available  7 Days 


FOREIGN  AND  DOMESTIC  AUTO  REPAIRS 
OFFICIAL  CALIFORNIA  SMOG  STATION 
1 2 MONTH  WARRANTY  ON  ALL  REPAIRS 

Free  Shuttle  Sendee  to  A from  BART,  Downtown  A Nearby 
Neighborhoods  ♦ Basic  Auto  Repair  Classes  ♦ •Do-It-Yourself' 
Membership  Available  ♦ Dependable,  Guaranteed  Work  at 
Honest  Prices 

Used  Car  Prepurchase  Diagnostic  Inspection  Service 
Emissions  Systems/Smog  Test  Failure  Diagnosis  & Repair 
Tune  Up/lube  Secvice/Regular  Maintenance 
Cooling  Systems  • Radiators  • Overheating 
Timing  Belts  • Brakes  • Clutches  • General  Repairs 
Air  Conditioning/Heaters  • Check  Engine  Light 
Electrical  Problems/Rewiring/Short  Circuits 
Windows/Doors/Vandalism  Repairs  • Four-Wheel  Drive  Service 
Stmts/Shocks/Suspension/Steedng  • CV  Joint  & Axle  Service 
Computer  Diagnostics  • Driveability  Problems 
Engine  & Transmission  Rebuilding  & Replacement 

since  1978 

(415)  285-8588 

611  FLORIDA  STREET  (Near  18tt»),  S.F..CA941 10 
Between  Harrison  A Bryant  Streets 
AM  Major  Credit  Cards  A ATM  Accepted 


Wr  can  • (Writ 
tsnog  f«Sur»t  from 
'T^UOn*' Sutton 


$10 

OFF 


SMOG  INSPECTION 


ML  FREE  : Mi 

brake  ; 


FREE 

BRAKE 
& SAFETY 
INSPECTION 

($60  Value) 


$10 

OFF 
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Neighborhood  House 

Continued  from  Front  Page 

amenities  include  a theater, 
gymnasium,  two  kitchens,  computer 
lab,  art  room,  multi-purpose  space, 
classroom  and  children’s  playground. 
However,  where  historically  the  Nabe 
served  a geographically  isolated, 
working-class  immigrant  community, 
over  the  past  decade  the  surrounding 
neighborhoods  of  Potrero  Hill, 
Mission  Bay,  China  Basin,  Dogpatch, 
Showplace  Square  and  Bayview- 
Hunters  Point,  collectively  known 
as  the  Eastern  Neighborhoods,  have 
emerged  as  one  of  the  City’s  fastest 
growing,  and  highest-income,  areas. 

A proud  history  and  prime 
location  provides  the  Nabe  with  the 
potential  to  be  one  of  San  Francisco’s 
most  dynamic  community  centers. 
However,  the  Nabe  is  being  buffeted 
by  changes  in  local  demographics 
and  other  challenges.  While  Hill 
residents  praise  the  Nabe  for  hosting 
dozens  of  social  service  programs, 
many  are  concerned  that  the  Nabe 
has  lost  its  sheen,  drifting  away 
from  its  role  as  a central  community 
resource.  According  to  one  Hill 
resident,  serving  as  a rental  facility 
for  programs,  even  well-regarded 
ones,  isn’t  enough.  “The  Nabe  could 
be  a great  asset  like  Bernal  Heights 
Neighborhood  Center,”  but  it  always 
seems  to  be  “under  construction." 

While  the  Nabe  houses  public 
sector  and  nonprofit  programs 
that  serve  special  needs  adults 
and  children,  particularly  at-risk 
youth  from  Potrero  Hill  Terrace  and 
Potrero  Annex,  with  the  exception 
of  the  Potrero  Hill  Democratic  Club, 
few  are  targeted  to  Potrero  Hill 
residents  or  managed  by  the  Nabe, 
according  to  Margaret  Keyes,  a 
former  Nabe  board  member.  During 
her  short-time  on  the  board,  Keyes  - a 
psychotherapist,  author,  activist  and 
long-time  Wisconsin  Street  resident  - 
advocated  that  the  Nabe  develop  its 
own  programs,  particularly  serving 
public  housing  residents. 

According  to  Executive  Director 
Ed  Hatter,  the  Nabe’s  primary  goals 
are  to  help  the  community  reduce  the 
incidence  of  violence,  improve  public 
safety,  and  close  the  gap  between 
the  haves  and  the  have-nots.  Hatter 
points  to  the  disconnect  between 
residents  who  are  actively  engaged 
with  the  community  and  more  recent 
arrivals  who  don’t  patronize  local 
businesses  and  hardly  know  that  the 
Nabe  exists.  He  calls  disengaged  new 
Hill  residents  “garage  door  people. 
They  push  a button  in  the  morning, 
push  a button  in  the  evening  and 
never  the  twain  shall  meet.”  Like 
other  Hill  long-timers,  though  Hatter 
grew  up  in  the  neighborhood  he  can’t 
afford  to  live  in  it,  instead  making  his 
home  in  Bayview.  Previous  directors 


The  Nabe’s  shiny  new  floor. 

lived  at  the  Nabe;  like  the  White 
House,  the  executive  director  had 
living  quarters  in  the  south  wing. 

Hatter  isn’t  alone  in  his 
perceptions  about  recent  arrivals. 
One  resident  compared  the  "garage 
people"  to  a "plague  of  locusts, 
descending  upon  and  gobbling  up 
prime  parking  spots  and  housing,” 
while  remaining  anonymous  and 
disengaged.  Many  locals  have 
watched  with  dismay  as  thousands 
of  post-dotcom  carpetbaggers  have 
immigrated  to  the  rapidly  evolving 
Eastern  Neighborhoods,  lured  by 
sleek  slabs  of  gleaming  glass,  steel 
and  concrete  and  high-paying  biotech 
jobs  at  the  University  of  California, 
San  Francisco’s  (UCSF)  Mission  Bay 
compound.  One  long-time  resident 
decried  the  “invasion  of  mostly  white, 
Whole  Foods-shopping,  BMW-driving, 
20-  and  30-something  condo  dwelling 
yuppies  who  are  driving  middle  and 
working  class  locals  out." 

The  demographic  shift,  at  which 
the  Nabe  is  arguably  at  the  center,  is 
real.  Dogpatch,  another  historically 
significant  neighborhood,  will  be 
subject  to  a projected  2 1 ,000  additional 
parking  spaces  as  a result  of  Mission 
Bay  development  over  the  next  few 
years,  according  to  the  San  Francisco 
Planning  Department’s  web  site. 
Recent  community  efforts  to  restrict 
parking  in  the  area  have  focused  on 
Silicon  Valley  commuters  who  leave 
their  car  in  the  neighborhood  and  ride 
Caltrain  to  jobs  on  the  peninsula. 

The  population  pressure  has 
triggered  higher  property  values 
and  the  emergence  of  high-end 
restaurants  and  wine  bars.  These 
changes  have  exacerbated  local 
income  disparities.  More  than  three- 
quarters  of  Hill  residents  are  upper 
income  European-Americans,  with 
the  rest,  roughly  10  percent,  mostly 
African-Americans  living  below 
federal  poverty  guidelines.  After  the 
2010  census  is  taken,  new  numbers 
are  likely  to  show  a dramatic  decline 
in  the  area’s  African-American 
population. 


Hatter  believes  that  public  safety 
is  best  assured  by  “being  a neighbor, 
knowing  your  neighbors  makes 
life  safer  for  everyone.”  According 
to  Hatter,  the  Nabe  has  a crucial 
role  to  play  in  connecting  the  dots 
between  new  and  old,  black  and 
white,  rich  and  poor.  “The  eco-divide 
is  widening,” Hatter  said. “We've  been 
working  with  the  City’s  Department 
of  the  Environment,  as  we’re  in  the 
most  environmentally  impacted  area 
in  the  City.  We  want  to  get  the  word 
out  that  the  Nabe  is  up-to-date, 
with  green,  sustainable,  recyclable 
materials,  photovoltaic  and  so  on,  as 
we  renovate.  We're  keeping  an  eye  on 
Mirant  Corp.  [owner  of  the  Potrero 
Hill  power  plant,]  so  that  it  works 
incrementally  on  Illinois  Street.” 

Despite  Hatter’s  attempts  to 
reach-out  to  developers  and  UCSF, 
he’s  found  it  difficult  to  engage 
the  community’s  new  stakeholders. 
"Our  youth  program  manager  sits 
on  the  UCSF  council,"  Hatter  stated. 
“There’s  been  a lot  of  meetings,  but 
very  little  action."  Hatter  recently  met 
with  a UCSF  staff  person  regarding 
neighborhood  changes,  but  felt 
discouraged  by  the  lack  of  reciprocity. 
“To  be  in  it  is  to  be  of  it,”  he  said. 

According  to  Hatter,  the  Nabe 
has  long  supported  workforce 
development  programs  for  community 
members,  including  entry-level  jobs 
in  construction.  But,  Hatter  asserted, 
"We  were  cut  out  of  the  projects  12 
years  ago,  when  Catellus  took  over 
as  master  developer  of  Mission  Bay. 
They  did  the  same  thing  to  Mission 
Hiring  Hall.”  He  describes  UCSF  as 
being  "exempt  from  the  requirement 
of  hiring  50  percent  of  employees 
from  the  neighborhood.  The  City’s 
12B  ordinance  required  at  least  half  of 
new  business’  workers  be  hired  from 
the  neighborhood.  The  problem  was 
that  the  ordinance  dealt  more  with 
end-use  positions  than  construction 
jobs."  With  the  passage  of  anti- 
affirmative action  Proposition  209, 
UCSF  and  private  developers  are 
no  longer  compelled  to  hire  local 
minority  residents,  said  Hatter.  "We 
made  a good  faith  effort,  despite  the 
removal  from  workforce  legislation," 
Hatter  insisted.  “It  just  didn’t  work, 
trying  to  have  a relationship  with 


UCSF  to  use  neighborhood  residents 
to  fill  entry-level  positions." 

Hatter  listed  a number  of  actions 
he  hoped  to  take  to  raise  the  Nabe’s 
profile,  including  holding  a fundraiser 
at  the  Mission  Bay  Community  Center, 
distributing  welcome  packages  - 
including  information  about  the 
Nabe  and  a merchants  directory  - on 
every“garage  person’s  doorstep;"  and 
hiring  a full-time  fundraiser.  But 
there’s  no  money  to  initiate  and  pay 
for  such  activities. 

The  list  of  programs  that  rent 
space  at  the  Nabe  is  long  and  varied. 
It  includes  Head  Start,  which  provides 
preschool  for  children  from  low- 
income  families;  substance  abuse  adult 
day  treatment  programs;  after-school 
enrichment  programs;  intervention 
for  juveniles  in  the  justice  system; 
youth  and  adult  employment  skills 
training;  Narcotics  Anonymous; 
Alcoholics  Anonymous;  senior 
nutrition;  recreation  and  exercise 
programs.  In  days  gone  by,  there 
were  lecture  series,  a resident  theater 
company  and  movie  nights.  Today 
such  activities  are  rare,  extinguished 
by  a lack  of  money,  attention,  and 
neighborhood  disengagement. 

Current  programs,  despite  their 
number,  don’t  generate  sufficient 
funds  to  pay  for  upkeep  of  the  aging 
facility  and  the  salaries  of  its  22 
member  staff,  expenses  that  exceed 
$1  million,  according  to  the  Nabe’s 
latest  tax  filings.  To  make  ends  meet, 
last  year  Hatter  deferred  his  salary 
for  three  months  while  waiting  for 
reimbursements  from  government 
agencies.  And  the  Nabe  faces 
substantial  challenges  associated 
with  ongoing  maintenance  and  repair. 
The  building,  according  to  Hatter, 
"is  old  and  takes  lots  of  money  to 
maintain.”  Fortunately,  it  has  a 
competent,  talented,  savvy  custodian, 
Leon  Bevin.  Watching  him  work,  said 
Keyes,  would  provide  the  kind  of 
education  a kid  should  get  from  his 
or  her  father. 

In  previous  years,  community 
members  could  use  the  Nabe  for 
free  or  a small  donation.  Today, 
some  residents  complain  that  the 
Nabe’s  fees  are  so  exorbitant  that  it’s 
prohibitive  to  hold  community  events 
there.  According  to  a member  of  a 
Potrero  Hill  children’s  group,  "The 
Nabe  used  to  charge  us  $35  for  a room; 
now  they  want  upwards  of  $250,  so 
of  course  we  couldn’t  pay  that  and 
found  space  elsewhere.  Is  it  really 
a public  space  if  it’s  privately-held? 
Who  is  it  really  serving?  It  seems  like 
selective  usage,  maybe  reverse  racism. 
If  it’s  private,  and  if  the  community 
can’t  use  the  space,  then  it  probably 
shouldn't  be  considered  a community 
center.” 

The  Nabe  doesn’t  have  a web 
site,  making  it  difficult  to  track 
down  such  information  as  staff 
biographies,  organizational  history, 
board  members  or  fundraising  activity. 


THE  SMART  ALTERNATIVE. 

» Reliable,  clean  vehicles  ■ Low  rates-  Daily,  weekly,  monthly 

■Locally  owned  & Family  Operated  ■ Open  7 days  a week 




(415)  282-6293 
2955  3rd  street 

Between  Cesar  Chavez 
and  25th  street 
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There  are,  however,  multiple  reviews 
posted  on  Yelp!  complaining  about 
inappropriate  behavior  by  Nabe 
managers.  According  to  a January 
2009  post:  "I  recently  attended  a 
work  party  at  the  Neighborhood 
House  and  was  offended  by  the  lack 
of  professionalism  by  the  manager, 
which  had  a negative  impact  on 
the  gathering.  The  space  itself  is 
nice  enough;  the  view  of  the  City 
breathtaking.  Would  I suggest  this 
space  for  an  event?  NO.  The  manager 
was  ...  all  drama  and  hostile.  She 
was  a complete  pest  the  entire  time. 
It  was  incredibly  warm  and  yet  the 
doors  needed  to  be  closed  due  to  the 
neighbors  and  noise.  Our  contract 
allowed  for  amplification,  and  yet 
the  DJ  became  a problem.  She  then 
terminated  the  party  an  hour  early 
and  called  the  police.  I can  fully 
understand  why  the  space  sits  empty.” 
Hatter  acknowledged  that  he  has  a 
loose  management  style,  but  offered 
no  excuses  or  apologies  for  any 
particular  incident. 

According  to  Hatter,  he  was  asked 
to  accept  the  executive  director  post 
three  times  before  he  took  the  job. 
He’s  been  in  the  position  for  five 
years.  With  a degree  in  social  work, 
Hatter  spent  some  two  decades,  off 
and  on,  at  the  Nabe,  working  in 
various  capacities.  Hatter  is  Enola 
Maxwell’s  grandson,  and  his  aunt  is 
Sophie  Maxwell,  Enola’s  daughter, 
and  District  10  Supervisor. 

Bevin  suggested  that  Keyes  join 
the  Nabe’s  board  of  directors  after 
he  observed  the  mini-City  Arts  and 
Lecture-like  series  she  and  Move-On. 


org  friends  produced  in  2004.  After 
she  joined  the  board  in  2007  she  dove 
in.  Keyes  said  that  she  conducted  “a 
lot  of  research  on  the  social  problems 
of  Potrero  Hill,”  in  hopes  of  creating 
Hill-based  programs  that  served  the 
most  needy.  She  examined  the  root 
causes  of  the  violence  that  many 
families  living  in  the  Hill’s  public 
housing  were  experiencing.  She 
wanted  the  Nabe  to  create  programs 
that  would  address  crime,  and 
help  families  fight  unfair  evictions 
resulting  from  the  obfuscating,  20- 
page  rental  agreements  issued  by  the 
San  Francisco  Housing  Authority. 
But  Keyes’  ambitions  were  stymied 
by  a lack  of  board  transparency. 
Other  than  the  director’s  agenda,  the 
nonprofit  didn’t  keep  board  minutes. 
Thinking  that  the  problem  was  a 
lack  of  training,  Keyes  arranged 
for  the  board  and  staff  to  attend  a 
capacity-building  workshop,  but  got 
little  support  for  the  programs  she 
suggested.  Keyes  resigned  from  the 
board  six  months  after  she  joined  it. 

Developer  consultant  and 
lobbyist  Joe  Boss  has  been  a staunch 
supporter  of  the  Nabe  for  more  than 
two  decades,  interacting  with  its 
social  and  after-school  programs  as 
a member  of  multiple  neighborhood 
associations.  Boss  is  actively  involved 
in  the  Nabe's  ongoing  renovation,  most 
recently  providing  renovation-related 
monies  as  a member  of  the  Eastern 
Neighborhoods  Trust  Fund,  a donor- 
advised  fund  which  was  created  from 
mitigation  fees  that  resulted  from  a 
Showplace  Square  office  project  that 
Boss  helped  broker. 

In  addition  to  directing  Trust 
Fund  monies,  Boss  has  coordinated 
donated  labor  and  materials  from 
companies  such  as  Bode  and  the 


Nibbi  Brothers  to  repair  a number 
of  longstanding  structural  issues, 
including  backed-up  sewer  lines, 
aging  roof  shingles,  sidewalks  and 
invasive  trees.  According  to  Boss 
he  supports  the  Nabe  because  “It’s  a 
historic  Julia  Morgan  landmark,  for 
God’s  sake!  Sure,  the  Nabe  has  had 
its  ups  and  downs  over  the  years, 
what  nonprofit  hasn’t?  Compared  to 
most  community-based  organizations 
who  aren’t  worth  a hoot,  the  Nabe 
is  different.  It’s  a great  facility  with 
great  programs  like  the  senior  lunch 
program,  its  support  of  families  and 
neighborhood  kids...” 

General  contractor,  Chief 
Executive  Officer  of  Everest 
Waterproofing,  and  London  native 
Keith  Goldstein  first  got  involved  with 
the  Nabe  as  Potrero  Hill  Association  of 
Merchants  and  Businesses  (PHAMB) 
president  four  years  ago.  According  to 
Boss,  Goldstein  has  written  personal 
checks  to  the  Nabe  many  times  over 
the  years.  Like  Boss,  Goldstein 
serves  as  an  advisor  to  the  Eastern 
Neighborhoods  Trust  Fund.  Goldstein 
praised  the  Nabe  for  providing 
life-giving  support  to  people  who 
really  depend  on  it.  “I  find  myself 
so  inspired  by  the  Nabe,  when  I go 
there  at  lunchtime  and  see  groups  of 
developmentally  disabled  seniors,  the 
after-school  nutrition  programs  for 
the  children  of  Potrero  Hill  Terrace. 
It’s  also  a great  place  for  community 
meetings."  Goldstein  uses  the  Nabe 
to  hold  an  annual  fundraiser  for  his 
own  nonprofit,  Seeds,  which  has  built 
clinics  and  schools  in  impoverished 
villages  in  the  Himalayas.  “What 
the  Nabe  needs,”  he  added,  “is  a 
development  director,  someone  to 
write  grants,  put  together  a brochure 
for  facilities  rentals.” 


Despite  the  significant  renovation 
work  done  on  the  Nabe, “It  has  a long 
way  to  go,”  said  another  resident 
under  condition  of  anonymity. 
“The  Nabe  needs  to  put  together  a 
capital  campaign,  and  maybe  do  an 
organizational  restructure.  I would 
like  to  help  the  Nabe  become  a great 
community  center,  but  I’m  just  not 
motivated  because  of  the  way  it  is 
currently  run." 

Last  month,  the  Nabe  hosted  a 
successful  barbeque  that  featured  a 
local  hula  dance  troupe  and  blues 
band  that  raised  several  thousand 
dollars.  Plans  are  afoot  to  hold  more 
fundraisers.  PHAMB  is  partnering 
with  the  California  Culinary  Academy 
to  host  Taste  of  Potrero  at  the  Nabe 
this  fall,  featuring  a nine-piece 
Dixieland  jazz  band,  whose  members 
are  all  over  70  years  old.  According 
to  Goldstein,  “It’s  a wonderful  event, 
with  a spectacular  view  of  the  bay, 
and  a breakfast  buffet  that  will  be 
provided  by  the  student  chefs  from 
the  Culinary  Academy."  In  past 
years,  the  event  was  poorly  promoted 
and  attendance  was  low.  This  year, 
Goldstein  hopes  to  involve  more 
merchants  as  sponsors  and  draw 
participants  from  a revitalized  street 
festival  replete  with  play  structures 
for  children  and  a live  world  music 
stage. 

Goldstein  believes  that  holding 
more  events  like  Taste  of  Potrero  at  the 
Nabe  will  bring  together  the  eastern 
neighborhood's  diverse  residents, 
whose  paths  might  otherwise  never 
cross.  Such  a mixing  of  different 
races,  incomes,  ages,  and  occupations 
would  herald  a fresh  start  for  the 
Nabe,  perhaps  enabling  it  to  retake  its 
place  as  the  heart  of  Potrero  Hill. 
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Triple  Play  On  Potrero  Hill! 

581  Pennsylvania  @ 20th  Street 


Incredible  opportunity 
for  the  buyers  of  this 
remodeled  1906 
Victorian  gem  with 
open,  flexible  floorplan 
and  water  views! 

3 bdrms/1  bath  plus 
BONUS  bdrm,  bath, 
and  family  room. 
Garden  with  hot  tub 
and  deck.  1-car  garage. 

Your  Triple  Play 


Price  reduction  to  just  $995,000 
$15,000  CREDIT  to  buyers  for  closing  costs 
New  FHA  Guidelines  for  low  down-payment  loan 
Plus  $8,000  TAX  CREDIT  for  First  Time  Buyers! 


EXPERIENCE  & EXPERTISE  GO  HAND-IN-HAND 
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HOW  TO  PLACE  A CLASSIFIED  AD: 


Art  and  Music 

ATTENTION  ARTISTS  Goat  Hill  Pizza  is 
looking  for  local  artists  to  show  their  work 
at  the  restaurant.  Please  call  Alicia  Wong  at 
415.641.1440  if  you  are  interested. 

PIANO  LESSONS  with  patience  and  humor.  All 
ages,  all  styles.  Former  member  of  the  Pickle 
Family  Circus  and  SF  Mime  Troupe.  Randy 
Craig  415.334.2451. 


POTRERO  HILL  COMMUNITY  CONVENERS 
ANNUAL  PEACE  WALK  lt?s  that  time  for 
the  Potrero  Hill  Neighborhood  Peace  Walk  & 
Rally.  When:  Wednesday  March  25,  2009. 
Where:  3 Peace  Walk  Meeting  Locations: 
Daniel  Webster  Elementary  School  at  9am 
Starr  King  Elementary  School  Time:at9: 1 5am 
International  Studies  Academy  Time:at 
8:30am  Lite:  Refreshments  Contact:  the  EOC 
PHFRC  for  Participation. 

Education 


UPDATE,  POST,  & PAY  ONLINE 

Visit  www.potreroview.net  & follow  the 
instructions  for  placing  your  ad. 

COST 

$25  for  up  to  200  characters  including 
spaces.  Recieve  an  additional  20% 
discount  provided  for  ads  paid  for  six 
months  in  advance! 


MAIL  OR  CALL  IN  YOUR  AD 

View  Wants  Ads 
2325  Third  Street,  Suite  344 
San  Francisco,  CA  94107 
415.626.8723  / office@potreroview.net 

* Payments  and/or  text  changes  must  be 
received  by  the  18th  of  each  month  for  ad 
to  appear  in  the  following  month's  issue 


FLUTE,  RECORDER  & FIFE  LESSONS 
Professional  flutist  with  over  20  years  of 
experience  teaching  fun,  creative  flute  lessons 
for  all  ages,  beginning  to  advanced.  Recorder 
or  fife  lessons  are  an  excellent  introduction 
to  music  for  children  as  young  as  four.  Diane 
415.641.8695  www.noevalleyflute.com. 

Community  Activities 

SENIORS  (60+)  DON'T  EAT  LUNCH  ALONE. 
Join  us  for  daily  lunch  and  add  to  your  social 
life.  Mon-Fri,  hot  nutritious  meals--your  first 
time  with  us  you  get  a free  lunch!  Bingo, 
cards,  birthday  celebrations,  special  events, 
and  other  activities.  For  more  information, 
call  Dolores  Maghari  at  415.826.8080.  PH 
Neighborhood  House,  953  De  Haro  St. 

FUF  POTRERO  TREE  PLANTING  Plant  a tree  in 
front  of  your  house  or  business  and  strengthen 
your  community!  FUF  tree  planting  June  20, 
2009.  Contact  Bonnie  Bergeron,  285-2003, 
winnib@sbcglobal.net  www.fuf.net. 


SPANISH  LESSONS  Beginner,  intermediate, 
advanced  levels.  Grammar  and  conversation 
tailored  to  your  own  needs.  Cultural  events. 
Native  teacher.  Agora  Language  Resources. 
415.248.1881.  agoralrs@yahoo.com. 

Food  and  Nutrition  Services 

GOURMET  VEGETARIAN  CUISINE  Delivered 
to  your  doorstep.  Diverse  menus,  naturally 
low  in  fat,  cholesterol  & salt.  Treat  yourself 
right!  Gift  cert,  avail.  For  menus,  call  Jane 
415.826.2133,  www.pealcuisine.com. 

Garden  Services 

FULL  SERVICE  GARDENER  Wake  up  one 
fine  spring  day  to  a blossoming  paradise  in 
your  garden.  Now  is  the  time  to  clean  up, 
plan  it  and  plant  it.  Maintenance,  renovation, 
organic  soil  buidling.  California  native  plants 
a specialty.  Call  Jeannine  Zenti  at  415-642- 
0246. 

Health,  Healing  & Beauty 

PERSONAL  TRAINER  Get  a personalized 
fitness  program  with  certified  trainer,  Susan 
Sullivan.  Specialty:  women  beginners.  Train 
nr.  Potrero  Hill.  Home  programs  too.  susan@ 
binkysbarn.com  or  415-786-9939. 

Home  Services 

TOM'S  PLUMBING  Tom  has  been  satisfying 
Potrero  Hill  customers  for  over  30  years. 
All  plumbing  needs  handled  promptly  and 
efficiently  at  a very  low  cost.  Keep  it  local  and 
call  Tom  Keats:  415-824-3538. 


EXPERT  PAINTING  We  offer  the  highest 
quality  at  the  lowest  possible  price.  35  years 
experience  in  the  bay  area.  Free  detailed 
estimates.  Lie  #556858.  Dave  415-647- 
4332  anytime. 

ORGANIZE  YOUR  HOME/HOME  OFFICE  and 
feel  calmed,  inspired,  happy.  Rates  sensitive  to 
economic  times.  Phone  Your  Home  Organizer, 
Linda  James  at  415.285.3266. 

TIME  TO  PAINT?  RELY  ON  THE 
PROFESSIONALS!  Rich  Quinn  Premier 
Painting,  18  Years  Experience,  Free 
Estimates,  Call  415-861-1621,  www. 
richquinnpremierpainting.com,  Member 
GGBA,  more  mfo/pics  at  website 

HONEY  DO  LIST  BEING  IGNORED?  Capable 
Handyman  with  Plumbing,  Electrical, 
Carpentry,  Woodworking  skills.  Smart  college 
educated  with  knowledge  in  all  the  standard 
areas  plus  more.  Wayne  415-987-0474. 

J.A.  EMMANUEL  CONSTRUCTION  License 
#861994  is  organized  to  provide  service  with 
optimum  efficiency  and  flexibility.  Quality  work 
with  experience  in  residential  construction 
can  help  make  your  dreams  a reality.  New 
construction,  house  addition,  remodeling 
and  conversion.  House,  apartments,  condos, 
kitchen,  bathroom  & more.  Reasonable  rates. 
All  insurance  necessary  for  the  projects.  Call 
415.902.2469  for  FREE  ESTIMATE  or  visit 
www.jaemmanuelconstruction.com. 

HANDYMAN  MIKE  Electrical,  Carpentry, 
Custom  woodwork,  Decks,  Doors,  Dry  rot 
Fences,  Garbage  disposal,  Locks,  Siding, 
Molding,  Painting,  Plumbing,  Toilet,  Sheetrock, 
Stairs,  Tile.  415.756.9896. 

REDBUD  DESIGN  All  areas  of  expertise  in 
designing:  Patios,  Decks,  Arbors,  Walkways, 
Water  Features,  Drainage,  Lighting, 
Planting,  Specialty  Gardens,  Contractor/ 
Gardner  Referrals,  Bid  Analysis,  Construction 
Management.  Nann  White  www. redbuddesign. 
net.  415.558.9514. 

CARPENTRY/RESTORATION  Interior  & 
exterior  carpentry  & painting:  dry  rot,  pest 
report  work,  decks,  fences,  flooring.  Kitchens, 
bath  water  damage/drainage  issues,  structural 
and  seismic,  sheetrock  & stucco  repair,  electric 
& plumbing,  rental  fix-ups,  tree  trimming, 
pressure  washing  and  hauling.  FAR  WEST 
RESTORATION  & CONSTRUCTION.  Lie 
#751689.  Jim  Kennedy  @ 527-0605 

Housekeeping 

PROFESSIONAL  HOUSEKEEPER  I don't  cut 
corners,  I clean  them.  Systematic,  consistent, 
high  quality  cleaning.  Call  now  for  more  info 
and  free  estimate.  20  years  SF  & East  Bay. 
Excellent  references.  Deana  510.547.2469. 

DO  YOU  NEED  HOUSECLEANING?  We  will  do  it 
for  you.  Call  Sara  & Marco  415.310.8838 

HOUSEKEEPING  One-Time  Weekly/Biweekly: 
Move-in/Move-out  Pets,  plants,  organizing, 
etc.  Free  Estimate  Fast,  Efficient,  excellent 
references.  10  years  exp.  Call  Mitchell 
415.828.0427. 


Rentals 

POTRERO  HILL  1 BR  Classic  Edwardian 
furnished  apartment,  perfect  for  work  or 
vacation.  Faces  west  for  beautiful  afternoon 
sun.  Garden  patio.  Short-term  only.  No 
smoking.  No  Pets.  415.725.1403. 

SPACIOUS  AND  BEAUTIFUL  furnished 
guest  garden  apartment.  Private.  1/2  blk.  to 
restaurants.  Non-smoking.  2 adults  only.  2 
night  minimum.  415-861-3208. 

CHARMING  GARDEN  APARTMENT  One  BR, 
2-night  minimum.  Fireplace,  patio,  deck, 
French  doors.  415.641.4488 
VACATION  RENTAL  ON  THE  HILL  2 bd/1.5 
bath  with  view  of  Twin  Peaks.  Washer/dryer  in 
unit,  full  kitchen,  garden  $200/nt  - discount 
for  week/month.  415.285.4840. 

VACATION  RETREAT  FOR  POTRERO 
HILLIANS.  Calistoga/St  Helena  area  3 bedrms 
2 baths  sleeps  6 (max).  Lge  decks  w/  views 
of  stream  woods  & meadow.  Frplace  w/  wood 
supplied  30  acres  trails  all-year  stream.  Dogs 
OK.  3 night  wkend  = $500  Week=$900 
Discount  repeat  guests.  Photos  http://spot02. 
googlepages.com.  415.647.3052. 

MT  SHASTA  VACATION  RENTAL  20  acre 
private  ranch  4 hrs  from  SF.  4 bdrm  + loft 
sleeps  14.  Pond  w/beach,  stream,  forest,  lots 
of  open  space  & HUGE  views  of  Mt  Shasta 
www.  BodhanaShasta .com  415-81 9-3863 . 

KEYSTONE  LAKE  HOUSE  A private  Vacation 
Rental  with  boat  swim  dock  on  Clear  Lake. 
Sleeps  8+.  Wineries  & Casinos  near  by.  Only 
2.5  hrs  north  of  San  Francisco,  www.herrera- 
properties.com  415-652-7895. 

Technology  Services 

STEREO  REPAIR  / HOME  THEATER 
INSTALLATION  Gene’s  Sound  Service  offers 
expert  component-level  repair  and  installation 
of  audio,  video  and  home  theater  systems.  On- 
site service  with  convenient  day,  evening  or  Sat 
appointments.  Many  local  references.  “Gene's 
honest  and  knows  his  stuff.  Give  him  a try." 
Bobby  McFerrin.  Call  Gene  at  415-377-1258. 
More  info  at  www.genessoundservice.com. 

TELEPHONE-COMPUTER-AUDIO  JACKS 
AND  WIRING  Home  entertainment,  video 
surveillance-cctv-telephone  systems, 
intercoms.  Sales-Service-Repair.  Since  1999. 
BBB.  Lie  #736983.  www.allwired.net  Kent 
(415)  468-9400. 

COMPUTER  PROBLEMS  DRIVING  YOU 
BUGGY?  We  fix  problems!  25  years  industry 
experience.  Software/hardware  consulting; 
setup/troubleshoot  wireless  networks. 
Work  with  individuals,  small  businesses,  or 
professionals.  Patience  with  non-technical 
folks  a specialty.  Rob  4 1 5.244.3305.  At  your 
service!  www.SFComputech.com  or  email 
rob@sfcomputech.com. 
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at  The  Good  Life  Grocery 


LOVER 

STORNETTA 

' Clover  Dairy 

Organic  Milk 
h Quarts 


CLOVER 


Arcadia  Publishing 

Potrero  Hill 
Then  & Now 

Available  at 
The  Good  Life  Grocery 
Mid-April 

Watch  for  book  signings 


CREAM 


all  varieties 
32  oz.  -reg . 


Sour  Cream 


CLOVER 


Natural  Directions 


Natural 

tDirections 


filtered  or  unfiltered 
64  oz  -reg  to  4 59 


Super  Special 

Clover  Milk  Gallons 


Westbrae 

Organic  Beans 

all  varieties;  Mix  & Match 
15  oz.  -reg  1 99 

Buy  1;  Get  1 FREE 

f Monterey  fjk 

Pasta  & Sauces  m 


USDA  Choice 

Filet  Mignon 

Steaks  or  Roasts 
-reg  15  99  lb 


ettuccii 


all  vaneties 
7-15  oz.  -reg  to  5 99 


Laura  Chenel's 


2r  _ Cb  “7  Laura  Chei 

tor  $7  Chevre 


alian  Roast 


all  varieties 
5 oz.  -reg  4 39 


BULK1 


Imagine  Foods 

Organic  Broths 


•i.uplY 


Sale  Prices  effective  April  1 - 19,  2009 


all  vaneties 
32  oz  -reg  3.99 


R.W.  Knudsen 

Simply  Nutritious  Juices 

Buy  1;  Get  1 FREE 


Open  Every  Day!  8 AM  to  8 PM  - 1524  Twentieth  Street  - Potrero  Hill  - San  Francisco  - 415'282  9204 


©2009 


